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ME  MO  IRS  of  the  LIFE  of  Mifs 
ANNA  SEWARD^  the  celebrated 
Poetefs* 

MISS  SEWARD  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Rev.  Mr  Seward, 
the  present  redor  of  Eyam  in  Derby- 
Ihire,  and  canon  refidentiary  of  the 
cathedral  church  of  Litchfield.  The 
family  have  lived  in  the  Bilhop’s  pa¬ 
lace  at  latchfield  fincc  our  author 
was  fourteen  years  old,  and  are  its 
prefent  inhabitants.  Mrs  Seward,  a 
very  excellent  woman,  and  in  her 
youth  a  celebrated  beauty  of  StafFord- 
ihire,  died  in  the  year  1780.  This 
gentleman  and  lady  loll  many  infant 
children  ;  our  author  is  the  only  fur- 
viving  one.  She  had  a  lovely  filler 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty,  on  the 
eve  of  her  intended  marriage.  Mr 
Seward  is  one  of  the  learned  editors 
of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher’s  works — 
author  of  an  ingenious  treatife  con¬ 
cerning  the  conformity  between  Pope¬ 
ry  and  Paganifm,  which  was  much 
celebrated,  tho’  it  is  now  out  of  print. 
Among  other  poems  in  Dodfley’s  col¬ 
lection,  the  Female  Right  to  Literature 
is  his.  Mr  Seward  adapted  the  ma¬ 
xims  of  that  poem  to  his  own  practice, 
in  the  education  of  his  daughter  ;  at 
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lead  as  far  as  literary  tallc  could  be 
acquired  by  an  introduction,  while 
they  were  yet  children,  to  the  bell 
Englilh  writers.  Perhaps  it  might 
have  been  wdlhed  that  his  love  of  fo-  | 
ciety,  and  that  vivacity  of  temper 
which  difqualified  him  for  the  drud¬ 
gery  ot  graminatic  inilruCtion,  had 
not  prevented  his  giving  our  author 
the  advantages  of  acquiring  the 
Greek  and  Latin  languages.  Bui  he 
early  fet  her  talle  tor  poetry  very 
high,  for  Ihe  could  lifp  the  I/Allegro 
il  Penferofo  of  Milton,  at  three  years 
old,  before  the  couid  read  ;  and  at. 
nine  was  able  to  repeat  the  three  firil 
books  of  the  Paradife  Loit,  with  a 
fpirit  and  propriety  of  cmphafi.'. 
which  Ihevvcd  die  felt  and  imderilood 
their  beauties. 

We  have  been  informed  by  a  lady, 

I  who  knew  her  in  her  infancy,  when 
1  the  family  lived  at  Eyam  in  Dcrby- 
(hirc,  and  vvho  ufed  to  walk  out  witli 
her  on  afummer’s  evening,  that  wlicii 
fhc  was  not  more  than  live  years  old, 
in  the  midft  of  that  childllli  playful- 
nefs  with  which  fhe  bounded  an:  ongll 
the  rocks,  and  over  the  Alpine  lieights 
of  her  native  mountains,  ihe  would 
frequently  Hop,  and  with  eyes  fwim- 
ming  in  delight,  and  an  air  of 


ployments  for  a  young  Injy  than 
ijribhiing  veiTes.  litera' 

I  y  puriiiits,  iherefore,  the  chiefly  con¬ 
tented  hcrl'clt  vvitli  eagerly  coutcin- 
plating  the  elFulions  of  genius  in  o- 
rheis;  yet,  now  and  then,  cccalicn 
would  tempt  her  into  the  Interdicted 
patii  ot  compofition.  Some  of  thefe 
little  attempts  altraftcd  the  notice  of 
a  gentleman  of  genius  and  erudition, 
who  thought  them  above  the  abilities 
of  a  girl  not  fjxtccn,  and  fuipe(fl:ed 
them  to  be  cliicfly  her  iather’s.  Willi- 
ing  to  know  rlie  tnitli  of  this  matter, 
he  called  upon  her  one  evening,  when 
he  knew  Mr  Seward  was  in  Derby - 
Ihire.  He  talked  with  her  upon  po¬ 
etic  fubjedts,  and  combated  her  en- 
thufiariic  devotion  to  the  Paradife 
Lolt  of  Milton,  denying  its  claim  to 
poetic  pre-eminence.  He  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  fay,  that  it  had  been  fiig- 
geited  to  him,  how  greatly  her  ver- 
fts  were  above  the  capacity  (>f  fo 
yoimg  a  female,  and  that  he  wilhed 
I  Ihe  would  empower  him  to  vouch  for 
tlieir  being  her  own,  by  writing  him 
Inllamiy  a  little  poem,  no  matter 
what  migiit  be  the  fiibjcif^,  a  deferip- 
tiou  oi  a  hL'aniib)!  v:iliev»  or  any  thiiiLy 


mofl  animated  enthufiafm,  repeat  po¬ 
etical  paifages  from  her  memory,  and 
apply  them  to  every  fmiling  or  aw¬ 
ful  grace  of  profpedl  which  met  her 
voung  and  wandering  attention,  lo 
her,  therefore,  we  may  apply  thole 
beautiful  lines  of  Gray, 

“  And  oft  before  her  infant  eyes  would 
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Such  forms  as  elitterM  in  the  Mufes 


writing  twenty -nve  lines  upon  me  , 
fiihica"— the  firfl  four  of  them  ran  I 
thus  : 

Fnireft  opiarter  of  the  year. 

Dolt  thou  then  at  lafl  appear, 

fd  »d  ill  this  thy  puldtn  dreic, 

Bnjjht  piefa*:e  of  happiuefs  ? 

Vfc  may  fuieiy,  without  partiality, 
confidoring  her  youth,  pronounce  that 
thefe  lines  prefaged  a  pocilc  fummtr, 
whofe  flowers  and  fruits  fhould  not 
be  crude  or  immature. 

Mrs  Seward,  though  a  very  fcnTihle 
and  vvcil-hred  woman,  had  not  a  po¬ 
etical  talle,  and  took  no  plcafure  in 
this  propenfity'  of  our  author’s  ;  but, 
as  the  little  rhiniefl;  grew  up  to  wo¬ 
manhood,  even  prevailed  with  Mr 
Seward  to  acouiefee  in  its  bciim’^Ve- 
preffed.  As  the  lamily  'were  then 
become  inhabitants  of  l.itchfidd, 
there  was  no  great  diiTicuity  in  pre¬ 
vailing  upon  a  fprightiy  girl,  fur- 
rouiidcd  by  the  amufements  and  per¬ 
petual  vifiting  of  a  provincial  city,  to 
relinquifh  the  “  Female  Right  to  Li¬ 
terature,”  which  could  only  be  pre- 
ferved  by  devoting  her  youthful  hours 
to  flucly  ai^d  application.  To  her 
taftc  for  fine  needle  works,  and  after¬ 
wards  for  nmfic,  flie  gladly  refigned 
her  fmall  portion  of  retirement;  and 
was  ready  to  believe  thofc  w’ho  told  her, 
that  they  were  much  more  proper  em- 
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Alas !  what  notlc’e  fuuli  thnu  claim 
(>inx!cnmiii«  what  has  no  oue  s  lailJ  ? 

He  Lhinc  nicer,  iubtlf“r  flame, 

1\)  hiamc  what  all  the  v. orl  1  apphr.’.tl. 

V.. 

She  reasM;  — l*ut  fllll  my  ears  rc'ain’J 
Thr;  ^leep  vilnath^ii  of  her  lays; 

An'i  ill  her  magic  lclicr>  cIkmi’cI, 

She  guides  my  ctnliirc  an  1  my  praiic. 

VII. 

Hence  he,  who  on  (i  r.ipliic  wings 
Soard  high  above  the  llarrv  iphriC':, 

And  Heav’n-inlpirV.  emaptur  d  lingi 
Scr.iphic  llrains  to  mortal  cars. 

Viil. 

ImpellM  by  her  vain  whims  1  trieal 
'J'o  veil  Ills  hri-^ht  meridian  rays; 

And  tain  I  'ould,  ah!  drain»e  the  pride  ! 
h'rom  Aliitoii'fi  t'  lnplcs  in  ttcii  the  hays. 

The  next  morning  this  gentleman 
c.alleJ  upon  onr  young  poetefs  tor  the 
talk  he  had  fet  licr.  She  put  it  into 
his  hand,  and  he  kindly  lorgave  the 
^Vucdom  ot  inventing  lor  him  this 
lelt*rcproHch,  concerning  his  injul- 
tice  to  her  iavouritc  poet,  and  ceuled 
to  doubt  that  tJie  loirner  verfes 
were  really  hers,  which  ha  I  been 
(hewed  to  him  as  (ucli,  an  1  ot’  whole 
authenticity  he  liad  doubieJ. 

Mils  Seward’s  keen  lenlibillLlcs  were 
awakened  to  anguith  upf)ii  the  death 
oF  her  beloved  filter,  which  happened 
three  r>r  four  yeais  fnee.  We  liave 

4 

been  able  to  procure  the  folio  wing 
extraift  from  an  hdegy  whicii  (he 
wrote  on  the  fubjelt  a  few  days  after 
the  funeral,  as  Ihc  was  fliting  on  the 
terrace  walk  of  the  palace  garden, 
which  over-hangs  a  lovely  rural  val¬ 
ley. 

Yet  e'en  thefe  rankling  woes  (I>mc  refpite 
know, 

Aso’er  the  hniling  lanrlfcapf*  plcis’d  I  gaze; 
In  loud  and  raptur'd  rote,  on  ev’ry  hough, 

Gay  Nature’s  waibleis  Iwcll  the  long  of 
praiie. 

The  green  tall  trees  bend  o’er  the  clally  dream. 
And  wave  in  I'pihig’s  foil  pride  tlicif  grace¬ 
ful  heads. 

While  from  liie  fetting  fun  a  golden  h'^am 
Mings  itsfoft  radiance  o’er  the  dewy  rr.eadf. 

Thar  glowing  fun,  in  ev’ning  fplendor  gay,  , 
i'l'.e  fragrant  ga'c,  that  breathes  ihc  groves 
among ; 


!  he  beauteous  liviw’rs  that  drink  ilit  humid 
lay, 

’I\lid  rhe  wild  tianTj  Orts  of  (he  wcodlatiJ 
long. 

Have  rlu'v  a  charm  for  (bet!  aiul  Oil!  «crmiins 
Deep  in  ihy  bread  fond  joy’s  conven’d!  tide 
Spiinging  at  beauty’s  giaiuc,  and  pleaiarc’s 
drain, 

Do  her  bri;l.t  dreams  thro'  forrow’s  daik- 
i.efs  glide  ] 

Where  is  thy  f:iend  '  dim  in  the  lor.cly  cell. 
Livid,  and  \v.  n,  l.nlenfate,  funk,  and  cold  ! 
Then  Julia,  hid  t.hy  hopo  a  long  farewell 
Tile  haplid's  do  y  of  thy  late  is  told  f 

Several  otlier  poems  (lid  occafio- 
nally  (rorn  her  pen — but  (lie  could 
never  be  pe^fuadeJ  to  think  any  thing 
(he  had  written  worth  the  attention 
ot  the  public ;  and  has  been  heard  to 
lay,  that,  hut  for  an  accidental  inter¬ 
view  with  Lady  Miller  in  the  year 
1778,  (he  never  could  have  been  iii- 
jJuced  to  confeiit  that  a  peern  of  Jicrs 
ihould  pafs  tlie  prels.  In  tliis  inter¬ 
view  Ladv’  MnLr  obtained  a  prcuniic 
that  the  liiouid  write  for  licr  vafe  ; 
.ind  th.c  poet'c.tl  inllitution  at  Batli- 
Ikidon  opening  for  that  feafna  a  lew 
weeks  after,  lier  Ladylhip  fen-  tiie 
iubjefr  to  her  now  IriciuJ,  demanding 
her  pron!-f,.  Invocations  of  the  C(v 
mlcMijfewa:'  tlic  flielis.  The  (JJc 
xMlfs  Seward  wn'to  opens  thi;s ; 

v)n  thi.=  r.iiith-df  vc/te  l  day, 

Fioin  thril-  lellal  boA’i  .  uauv. 

In  >0'if  I  jhle  Vclf«’''eiits  iLu, 

Trai'i  of  'ai  Melpotu'-iif- ! 

Yc,  who  mi.lniih.t  honors  (!c.rt 
To  Itrikc  the  i-ulpitatiu^  In  art; 

Fcxir,  that  flies  the  Iliad  )\vy  c.nUc 
With  liurrird  Hep,  aiv!  dartlc  l  paufe  ! 

Stra'* -crovvn’<i  I'hrenzy’s  glaring  gaze. 
Chanting  flir:!!  her  chanair.g  h»ys; 

Nor  let  dim-ey’d  Grief  appeal. 

To  weave  hvi'  nifuirnfi.l  j'ariands  I’crc 
()1  ('yi'icfs  buds,  .-ii'd  fiuiloo  flow’rs, 
with  colli  Novemi'ci’s  Ihow’rs; 

Ncr,  vrith  the  damp,  wan  brow,  and  dreaming 
woend. 

Let  wild  feif-pieic’d  Dcipair  her  hollow  groans 
refouiul. 

But  come,  'I’lialia,  frolic  fair ! 

Eiit'ruon’d  on  Pantomimic  car; 

'Thine  open  bro-v  «  'th  roles  bird. 

By  JVlornmg’s  luc.d  lav  entwin’d, 

Thine  azuic  veft  fio.v  I’uhtly  down, 

.^.nd  g^yly  glow  uhy  tainbow’s  zOivt. 
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This  ode  obtained  the  myrtle  wreath ; 
and, together  with  feveral  other  poems, 
which  Mifs  Seward  fent  to  the  vale, 
met  fo  much  general  approbation, 
that  ftie  was  perfuaded  to  pubiilh  thofe 
which  file  attervvards  wrote  upon  the 
inelancholy  fate  of  Captain  Cook  and 
Major  Andre  ;  to  the  former  of  which 
is  fubjoined  an  Ode  to  the  Sun,  which 
Ihc  has  been  heard  to  fay,  (he  thinks 
more  vvorth  attention  than  any  thing 
ihe  has  w'ritten  ;  and,  laftly,  her  E- 
legy  to  the  memory  oi  her  lamented 
patronefs,  Lady  Miller. 

After  thefe  little  anecdotes,  which 
w’c  have  colledled  with  the  care  that 
dilVmguiflied  excellence  deferves,  it  is 
fiiperHuous  to  pronounce  the  objedl 
of  them  one  of  the  mod  Ihining  orna¬ 
ments  of  the  Britifli  Mufe. 

MB.m/RS  cf  the  LIFE  and  EX-  j 
PLOITS  cf  M.  Duguay-Trouin, 
Isieutenant-Gejicral  of  the  Navies  of 
France.  [P,  198.] 

IN  1696  he  failed  in  his  prize  the 
Nonfuch,  and  having  learned  that 
three  Dutch  fhips  were  waiting  in 
the  port  of  Vigo  for  an  Engliih  man 
of  w^ar  to  convoy  them,  he  hoifted^ 
Englifh  colours,  and  adopted  other 
artifices  to  induce  the  Dutch  captains 
to  believe  that  he  was  the  convoy 
they  expeded.  IVo  fell  into  the 
fnarc,  but  the  third,  not  being  able  to 
w'eigh  her  anchor  in  time,  continued 
in  the  harbour.  Fie  foon  after  fell 
in  with  a  large  fleet  of  men  of  w’ar, 
but  by  his  bold  and  happy  manoeuvres, 
jie  perfuaded  the  enemy  to  believe 
that  he,  as  well  as  his  prizes,  w’us  a 
Dutchman.  His  next  exploit  this 
year  was  the  capture  of  the  brave 
Dutch  Baron  dc  Valienaer,  w’howitli 
tw^o  other  (hips  was  convoying  a  large 

fleet  of  merchantmen. - Duguay- 

i  rouin  had  four  other  frigates  under 
his  command  ;  bur,  without  entering 
into  a  detail  of  this  bloody  engage¬ 
ment,  it  may  be  fuflicient  to  obferve, 


that,  after  being  boarded  for  the  fifth 
time,  and  all  his  officers  were  killed 
or  w'ounded,  Vafleuaer  fell  on  his 
quarter-deck,  covered  with  wounds, 
and  was  taken  fword  in  hand.  Du¬ 
guay-Trouin  lolt  half  his  crew  in  this 
dreadful  conflidl.  The  gallant  Vaf- 
fenaer  accompanied  the  vidlor  to  Ver- 
failles,  w’here  both  were  received  with 
the  honours  due  to  their  diflinguifhed 
merits;  and  Duguay-Trouin  w'asnow 
taken  into  the  King’s  fervice  in  the 
rank  of  Captain  of  a  light  frigate. 

The  peace  of  Ryfwick  put  a  tern- 
porary  period  to  the  exploits  of  this 
enterprizing  feaman ;  but  on  the  break¬ 
ing  out  of  the  war  on  account  of  the 
Spaniih  fucceflion,  he  again  breathed 
his  wonted  fpirit  of  exertion^  In 
1703,  he  commanded  PEclatant  of 
66  guns,  le  Furieux  of  62,  le  Bien- 
venu  of  30,  and  twro  other  frigates. 
The  objeft  of  this  armament  was  to 
deftroy  the  Dutch  filhery  on  the  coaft 
of  Spitzbergen.  In  their  voyage 
thither,  they  fell  in  wfith  a  fquadron 
of  fifteen  Dutch  men  of  w’ar.  Le 
Bienvenu,  being  a  flow  fallor,  was 
near  falling  into  the  power  of  fix  of 
thefe  ftiips.  Duguay-Trouin,  in  or¬ 
der  to  fave  her  and  the  reft  of  his 
fquadron,  hauled  up  his  courfes,  and 
dropped  a-ftern.  A  fliip  of  60  guns 
advancing  to  engage  him,  was  totally 
difmafted,  after  two  or  three  broad- 
fides.  Four  other  velfels  bearing 
down  to  the  afliftance  of  the  latter, 
he  kept  in  play  by  feveral  broad-fides 
in  turn.  By  this  bold  manoeuvre,  he 
enabled  the  fhips  of  his  fquadron  to 
efcape,  and  as  foon  as  he  perceived 
them  to  be  out  of  danger,  he  crouded 
fail,  and  w  as  prefently  far  diftantfrora 
this  formidable  fleet. 

In  confequence  of  this  condudl,  and 
of  fome  fubfequent  actions,  Lewis 
XIV.  appointed  him  to  be  Captain  of 
a  man  of  war,  invefted  him  with  the 
order  of  St  Lewis,  and  gave  him  the 
command  of  fix  fliips,  with  the  liberty 
of  feleding  his  own  officers.  With 
thefe  he  joined  the  fquadren  cf  M. 
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Forbin,  amounting  alfo  to  fix  fliips  ; 
and  on  the  loth  of  Odober  1707,  fell  j 
in  with  a  fleet  of  130  tranfports, 
bound  to  Lifbon,  under  conve  y  of  1 
the  Cumberland  and  Devonihlic  of 
80  guns,  the  Royal  Oak  of  76,  and 
the  Chefter  and  Ruby  of  50  each. 
The  convoy  difpofing  themfelves  in  a 
line,  gave  the  merchant  (hips  an  op¬ 
portunity  ofefcaping*.  M.  Duguay- 
Trouin  attacked  the  Cumberland  a- 
bout  twelve  at  noon,  and  being  aflifted 
by  two  other  Ihips,  carried  her  after 
an  obftinate  engagement.  The  De- 
vonfliire  defended  herfclf  a  long  time 
againft  feven,  and  till.evening  againft 
five  French  (hips,  when,  by  Tome  ac¬ 
cident,  fhe  took  fire,  and  blew  up, 
two  only  out  of  900  men  efcaping. 
The  Royal  Oak,  after  a  vigorous  re- 
fiftance,  having  fet  the  French  Ihip 
that  attacked  her  on  fire,  got  fafe  into 
Kinfalef  ;  but  the  Chefter  and  Ruby 
were  taken.  In  this  engagement 
Dugiiay-Trouin  loft  500  men  on 
board  his  own  fhip. 

Upon  receiving  the  intelligence  of 
this  important  lervice,  Lewis  XIV. 
granted  a  penfion  of  loco  livres 
(43  1.  15  s.  fterling)  to  M.  Duguay- 
Trouin.  But  this  generous  feaman 
immediately  folicited  and  obtained  it 
for  his  fecond  in  command,  M.  de  St 
Aubin,  who  had  loft  a  thigh  in  the 
engagement.  For  himfelf,  perfuaded 
that  the  nobleft  rew’ards  of  military 
fervices  were  honorary,  he  folicited 
Letters  of  Nobility,  which,  though  at 
firft  declined,  were  afterw’ards  given 
to  him. 

^  1'hc  Engliih  and  French  accounts 
vary.  Campbell,  in  his  N^val  Hiftory, 
fays  that  all  tlcaped.  M.  Turpin,  and 
M.  Diiguay  Trouin,  in  his  own  M.^moirs, 
alferr,  that  feveral  of  them  were  taken. 

f  Criptain  Edwards  ot  the  Ciimberlnnd, 
and  Ciptain  Balchen  of  the  Criclter,  were 
tried  hy  a  d,  and  ht>ncurabU’ 

acquitted;  but  Capt.  Wild,  bein^^  found 
guilty  of  of  duly,  and  difnbe- 

dience  oforder*:,  wa*!  caOricred,  and  irti- 
dcred  iosapabli  or  ferving  a^’r.ia  in  the 


In  1711,  he  extended  the  feene  of 
his  maritime  operations,  appearing 
on  the  nth  of  September,  with  five 
ihips  ot  the  line,  five  frigates,  and 
3000  land  forces,  at  the  entrance  of 
the  bay  ot  Rio  Janeiro,  one  of  the 
richeft  fettlemcnts  of  the  Portugueze 
in  Brazil,  They  reduced  this  city, 
notvvithftanding  the  harbour  was  de- 
tended  by  fomc  formidable  land  bat¬ 
teries,  four  men  of  war,  and  two 
frigates,  and  tiiat  an  army  of  i  ?,oco 
men,  exclutive  of  blacks,  was  en¬ 
camped  in  the  neighbourhood.  The 
Governor  ranfonud  the  place  for 
6ic,oco  crufades  (66,7181.  15s,  fter¬ 
ling)  and  500  chehs  of  fugar;  but 
the  whole  lofs  of  the  Poring neze  was 
25,000,000  of  livres  (1,094,750!. 
fterling).  The  profit  of  the  French 
adventurers,  who  had  fitted  out  ‘uls 
armament,  was  computed  at  92  •  er 
cent,  which  was  diminithed,  however, 
one -hair,  by  the  lofs  of  two  Ihips  of 
the  line,  that  foundered  at  fea,  on 
board  one  of  which  was  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  treafure. 

A  penfion  of  2000  livres  ( 87 1.  \ cs, 
fterling),  and  the  title  of  Chef  d’E» 
fcadre  J,  were  the  laft  favours  which 
he  received  from  Lewis  XIV,  At 
the  accellion  of  the  Duke  cf  Orleans 
to  the  Regency,  that  Prince  ap;K>int- 
ed  him  to  an  honourable  place  in  the 
Council  of  the  Indies  ;  and  thofe 
great  talents,  which  in  time  of  peace 
could  no  longer  be  exerted  as  a  com¬ 
mander,  were  new  employed  in  plan¬ 
ning  and  enforcing  the  moft  nletiil 
commercial  regulations.  In  17:8, 
Lewis  XV.  na'ued  him  Commander 
of  the  Order  cf  the  Iloly  Ghoft,  and 
Lieuteiiant  General  of  the  navy.  In 
;73i,  he  w’as  appointed  to  the  com¬ 
mand  of  a  fquadrou  fent  againft  the 
piratical  States  of  Bio'bary.  The 
Dey  of  Tunis  was  ccunpollcd  by  the 

X  or  the  lame  rark  as  a  Ueir  A'Vj  iral 
in  the  ilririlh  navy,  but  hoiOs  a  broad 
pendant  ••nly. 
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terror  of  his  name  into  the  moft  ab- 
jeft  fTibiniffion  ;  Algiers  rellorcd  the 
Ifaiian  (laves  that  were  taken  on  the 
Eiench  coads ;  and  he  ellabliiiied 
ibme  advantageous  comiricrcial  con- 
Tieclions  between  his  country  and  tlic 
Dey  c  f  Tnpoiy.  At  length,  high  in 
the  contiLlcnce  of  his  country?  he  was 
attacked  by  a  lingering  dilorder,  oi 
wliich  he  died,  on  the  yiii  of  Septem¬ 


ber,  173^- 

“  Tite  foul  of  this  great  nian,’^ 
fays  M.  T  urpin,  “  was  painted  in  his 
cfuntenance  His  features,  his  air, 
his  figure,  announced  a  man  born  to 
command.  His  (kill  in  the  uie  of  the 
fword  was  of  fervice  to  him  on  many 
perilous  occauons.  This  accomplilh- 
nient,  which  is  too  much  negleded, 
is  one  of  the  moll  proper  to  infpire 
one  with  confidence,  and  with  a  fen- 
timent  of  fuperiority.  Valour  was  fo 
natural  to  him,  that  he  believed  every 
man  as  brave  as  himfelf.  As  all  his 


ftiidles  had  been  devoted  to  commerce 
and  navijation,  he  w^as  much  out  of 
his  element  in  thofe  converfations  in 
which  men  of  meaner  talents  difplay 
the  art  of  talking  agreeably  w^ithout 
faying  any  thing,  and  inter  founds, 
without  communicatino:  ideas.  He 
fpokc  little,  and  wdicn  prefTed  to  give 
his  opinion,  he  knew  not  how  to 
anfwer ;  for,  being  abfent,  and  inca¬ 
pable  ot  fixing  his  attention,  he  had 

heard  nothing. - This  taciturnity 

neither  torins  his  facire  nor  his  eulo¬ 
gy.  It  is  an  equivocal  fign  of  iinder- 
fianding  or  Itupidity.  Simonides 
feeing  a  (Iranger,  who  never  fpoke  a 
word  in  the  mod  feftive  companies, 
very  properly  obfervedto  him,  “Thou 
behaved  like  a  wile  man,  if  thou  art 
a  fool  ;  but  if  thou  art  a  wife  man, 
thou  adled  like  a  fool.” 


The  Memoirs  of  M.  Diiguav- 
Trouin  w^ere  written  by  himfelf,  to 
tlic  year  1715?  and  from  that  period 
eonrinued  by  his  nephew,  M.  de  la 
Garde,  who  piiblilhed  them  in  quar- 
ro,  ill  the  year  1740. 

V^:v»  J\fc7cr. 


! 


[AT  a  time  like  the  prefent,  when  fo 
many  of  our  brave  foldlers  and 
failors  are  employed  in  the  Wed 
Indies,  tiie  following  Obfervations 
cannot  be  too  ''lenerally  known.  1 

Observations  cri  tie  hejl  Means  of 
Preserving  Health  in  Jamaica. 
By  Dennis  Ryan,  M,  D,  Froju  the 
London  Medical  Journal,  Vol.  III. 
Part  1. 

SEVERAL  rules  have  been  laid 
down  (or  the  preferving  the  health 
of  drangers  011  their  arrival  here  ;  but 
fonie  of  them,  I  think,  are  abnfed, 
and  the  red  are  but  little  attended  to. 
When  people  are  expofed  from  their 
lituation  to  malignant  putrid  difor- 
ders,  and  a  foul  infe<5(ioiis  air,  the 
Peruvian  bark  has  been  jiiftly  recom¬ 
mended  as  a  prophylactic,  and  I  make 
no  doubt  but  the  ufe  of  it  in  this 
country,  during  the  fickly  months, 
may  be  attended  with  great  advantage 
in  Tome  conditutioiis,  but  it  (hould  be 
employed  with  caution  and  modera¬ 
tion.  I  know  people  here  who,  on 
the  appearance  of  any  indifpofition, 
immediately  fsvallow  half  an  ounce, 
or  even  a  whole  ounce  of  bark  in  fub- 
dance,  and  repeat  it  as  they  think  oc- 
cafjon  requires.  I  cannot,  however, 
help  thinking  that  there  are  few  who 
would  derive  any  benefit  from  this 
pra<5lice,  1  believe  I  may  even  ven¬ 
ture  to  fiv,  iliat  there  are  but  few  to 
whom  it  would  not  prove  prejudicial. 
Fevers,  in  this  climate,  are  allowed  to 
begin  in  general  with  Inflammatory 
fymptoms  ;  now  as  the  bark  is  poffel- 
fed  In  an  eminent  - degree  of  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  increaling  the  tone  and  vigour 
of  the  fanguiferous  fydem,  it  is  evi¬ 
dent,  that  when  taken  in  this  manner, 
it  will  have  a  tendency  to  make  the  fir(t 
attack  ot  the  (ever  more  dangerous 
and  violent  than  it  olherwife  might 
be.  Befides  this,  it  may  have  another 
bad  ede(d  in  binding:  the  bodv,  and 
cauling  an  accumulation  of  bile,  which 
never  (ails  to  aggravate  the  fymptoms 
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oi'  every  difeafe  in  warm  climates  :  j  them  believe  they  arc  fo  :  And  as  it 
and  -v.hen  a  accuiioms  himl'ell' to  3  is  vvell  known  that  good  cheer  and 
take  fo  poweriul  a  remedy  as  the  >  good  liquor  anrwer  this  end,  it  is  an 
hark  is,  in  great  quantity,  at  a  tin..?  |  cliablilned  ciiliom  here  to  have  re- 
that  he  does  not  hand  in  real  need  of  i  courl'e  to  them  on  all  Ibch  occafions. 
it,  he  has  reafon  to  cxpe<5l  the  ids  ad-  1  Even  the  fpiritual  and  medical  ad¬ 
vantage  from  it,  when  his  iiie  may  be  S  vilers  of  temperance  and  regularity 
in  danger,  and  its  ufe  become  dien-  i  arc  ihemlcivcs  infeded  with  the  love 
tially  necelfary.  To  prevent  then  any  ^  of  thi.s  kind  of  fociciy  and  good 
evil  arifing  from  what  is  intended  as  living;  and  the  old  phrafe-  Do  as  I 
a  remedy,  U.  may  not  be  Improper  to  fay,  but  don’t  do  as  Ido — is  no  where 
confine  tiiofc  who  take  bark  as  a  pro-  §  more  necelfary. 

ph)iav:'ric  to  a  glafs  cr  two  of  infufion  I  It  is  however  furpriling  to  fee  what 
of  it,  to  be  taken  every  morning,  and  good  health  people  enjoy  who  live 
thole  \wu>  feein  chieily  to  require  it  almofc  continually  in  this  unrellrain- 
are  fcch  as  ai  v  of  feeble,  languid  |  ed  manner  ;  and  what  is  more  llrange, 
habits,  and  have  been  formerly  liable  1  1  have  feen  feverai  who,  on  their  ar- 


to  remittent  or  intermittent  ievCiS. 

Temperance,  and  a  (irict  adherence 
to  a  regular  mrj e  of  living,  is  ano¬ 
ther  of  t!i:  ui'-'ins  recommended  for 
ti  c  p -eil:  valion  of  health  in  this  cli¬ 
mate.  But  it  nniil  be  owned  that 
the  inhabitants  of  this  If.ind  live  as 
freely  as  it  the  adivice  had  been,  z-c?hj  iy 
vino,  guLv  indulge  at  ur.  i  iiave  leen 
no  country  where  pe?pie  in  general 
are  of  a  more  fociable  and  friendly 
difpofition,  and  however  they  may 
dilfer  from  each  other  in  political 
matters,  tiiey  ;ire  firmly  united  as 
members  of  civil  fccicty.  The  pl.M- 
fiire  with  wlfich  they  er-joy  liic  gills 
cf  fortune  and  the  fruits  or  their  in- 
duftrv  is  proportioned  to  the  number 
cf  thofe  whom  they  make  partakers 
of  them.  And  that  liofpitality  for 
which  Ireland  and  fome  parts  oi 
Great  Britain  were  formerly  reno\^n- 
cJ,  fee  ms  now  to  have  hxed  its  refi- 


II  rival  from  Europe,  have  purfued  tiic 
fame  ineafurcs  with  impunity.  One 
could  not  from  reafon  and  fpccula- 
tion  promife  them  fuch  length  of  days 
as  they  frequently  enjoy,  "riierc  has 
been  lately  Inflitiiied  at  Kingllon  a 
club,  or  fcciety,  called  the  European 
Club,  oi  w.hich  net  man  can  be  a 
member  that  has  not  been  thirty  years 
riTiderit  in  ihe  iiland.  The  great 
I  number  who  within  this  month  have 
\  aociuJc’J  tills  meeting,  and  the  lllli 
jgreiuer  nuinbei-,  vho  though  quali- 
s  tied  could  not  be  pretenr,  on  account 
I  of  tiie  diilancc,  leave  us  no  room  to 
I  doubt  ihrtt  many  Europeans  live  lo  a 
j  g<iod  old  a.ge  in  Jamaica  ;  and  the 
^  very  copious  libations  of  claret  with 
I  which  tl'.cy  celebrate  this  felfival 
I  plainly  icil  us,  that  they  are  no 
1  water*  drinkers,  and  tiuit  it  is  not  by 
I  abdcmioui'ncis  they  have  got  the  Lct- 
j  U‘r  ot  tills  climate. 


dcncc  in  this  country.  But  it  is  to 
be  obferved,  that  thefe  ohfervations 
apply  lefs  to  Kingllon,  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  which  are  aimoft  all  in  a 
commercial  line,  than  to  any  other 
part  of  the  bland.  Where  a  Ipirit  of 
fociety  and  hofpitallty  thus  prevails, 
people  arc  feldom  very  abRemlous  ; 
for  when  men  come  together  with  an 
intention  to  forget  their  cares  and  be 
happy,  they  naturally  employ  every 
;;neans  that  have  the  elTecR  of  making 


1  am  aware  that  fome  people  may  be 
apt  to  conclude  trom  this  account, 
that  on  their  arrival  here  they  may 
fet  out  without  rellraint,  and  live  as 
they  fee  others  do  ;  but  Inch  a  con- 
clulion  would  be  altogether  unjud, 
and  might  prove  pernicious  ;  for 
j  though  the  inhabitants  have  by  long 
I  habit  inured  thcinfelves  to  drink  and 
I  live  freely,  without  any  apparent  ill 
I  conlequence,  it  would  be  exceedingly 
3  dangfrons  fer  Grangers  at  ofice  to 


t 


THE  EDINBURGH  MAGAZINE,  OR 


adopt  their  cjiample.  I  have,  indeed, 
juft  obferved,  that  fome  have  done  fo 
with  impunity  ;  but  they  were  fuch  as 
had  been  hardened  in  the  fame  habit 
before  they  left  Europe.  Others 
muft  proceed  by  flow  and  cautious 
fleps,  and  run  many  rifks  before  they 
can  arrive  at  the  fecuricy  I  fpeak  of. 
And  1  am  confident  that  many,  from 
too  great  impatience  to  accompliih 
their  v^’fhes,  lofe  their  lives  in  the 
pradlice  of  tnofe  very  meafures  which 
are  necelfary  to  attain  it.  I  cannot 
then  hefitate-ftill  to  recommend  tem¬ 
perance  as  the  fureft  and  fafeft  means 
of  preferving  the  health,  particularly 
of  ftrangers,  in  this  or  any  other  part 
of  the  Weft  Indies.  It  is  more  efpe- 
cially  neceffary  for  fuch  as  happen  to 
be  any  v^  ay  fickly  or  infirm :  though 
as  moft  people  come  here  more  with 
a  view  to  mend  their  fortunes  than 
their  conftitutions,  there  are  but  few 
in  that  fituation  cn  their  arrival ;  on 
the  contrary,  tncy  are  in  general  fuch 
as  would  be  able  to  bear  a  great  deal, 
if  they  could  be  perfuaded  to  live 
within  due  bounds  of  moderation, 
and  refill  the  wrong  and  imprudent 
counfeJs  of  thnfe  who  themfelves  tranf- 
grefs  them.  1  know  feveral  gentle¬ 
men  in  this  ifiand  who  live  happy, 
though  in  a  very  moderate  and  ab- 
ftemious  manner.  And  the  ladies 
who  commonly  drink  nothing  but 
water  enjoy  the  bell  health. 

Befidcs  avoiding  excefs  in  drinking, 
and  free  living  in  general,  ftrangers 
fhould  accuftom  themfeves  to  early 
riling,  and  fea-bathing  where  it  is 
convenient.  They  fhould  not  expofe 
themfelves  too  much  to  the  fun,  or  to 
th^night  winds  when  they  are  over¬ 
heated.  They  ought  to  take  frequent 
but  moderate  exercife  in  the  cool  of 
the  day,  and  refrain  from  meat  fup- 
pers,  and  what  are  called  here  fecond 
breakfafts.  They  fhould  be  particu¬ 
larly  careful  to  keep  their  bodies  open 
by  the  ufe  of  fruit  and  vegetables,  or 
other  means  if  necelfary  ;  as  nothing 
T5  more  unfavourable  to  health  in 


this  climate  than  a  coftivc  habit.  I 
muft  alfo  caution  them  againft  a  kind 
of  medley  which  is  drank  here  by  way 
of  cordial  between  breakfaft  and  din¬ 
ner  :  it  is  compofed  of  rum  or  brandy, 
mixed  with  milk,  water,  nutmeg,  and 
fugar,  and  from  fome  falutary  effedls 
it  is  fuppofed  to  produce  it  has  got 
the  name  of  dot^lor ; — but  it  Ihould  ra¬ 
ther  be  ranked  among  the  quacksy  and 
lo  doomed  to  falP  into  the  dilufc  and 
contempt  it  deferves. 

In  other  refpeds,  thofe  who  enjoy 
good  health  Ihouid  not  be  over¬ 
anxious  about  themfelves,  or  think  it 
I  necelfary  to  dabble  with  medicines. 
But  even  thougd  lurrounded  on  every 
fide  by  death  and  lickneis,  they  Ihould 
preferve  a  conllant  gaiety  and  cuear- 
fulnefs  of  mind,  and  not  allow  the 
apprehenfions  of  future  danger  to 
embitter  the  enjoyment  of  prefent 
happinefs. — They  Ihould  follow  that 
excellent  advice  of  Celfus  :  “  Sanus 
homo  qui  et  bene  valet,  et  fux  fpontis 
eft,  nullis  obligare  fe  legibus  debet ; 
ac  neque  medico  neque  iatroalipta 
egere.  Hunc  oportet  varium  habere 
vitae  genus:  modo  ruri  elfe,  modo  in 
urbe,  faepiufque  in  agro:  navigare 
-  -  -  -  quiefeere  interdum,  fed  fre¬ 
quenter  fe  exercere.” 

DESCRIPTION  of  the  ISLAND  of 
St  CHRISTOPHERS^  lately  taken 
by  the  French, 

ST  Chriftophers,  or  St  Kitts,  is  the 
principal  of  the  Caribbees,  which 
I  gave  birth  to  all  the  Englilh  and 
»  French  colonies  in  America.  Both 
nations  arrived  there  on  the  fame  day 
in  1623.  They  lhared  the  ifland  be¬ 
tween  them,  figned  a  perpetual  neu- 
■  trality,  and  entered  into  a  mutual  en- 
.  gagemenc  to  alfift  each  other  againft 
:  their  common  enemy  the  Spaniards, 
j  who  tor  a  century  pad  had  invaded 
or  diftiirbed  the  two  hemifpheres. 
;  But  jealoufy  foon  divided  thofe  whom 
\  intereft  had  united.  The  French 
I  grew  envious  of  the  profperous  Pa- 
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hours  of  the  Englifli,  who,  on  their 
fide,  could  not  patiently  bear  that  an 
idle  neighbour,  whofe  only  employ¬ 
ment  was  hunting  and  .gallantry, 
Ihoiild  be  trying  to  rob  them  of  their 
wives.  This  'reciprocal  untali nefs  loon 
created  quarrels,  war,  and  devalla- 
tionsi  though  neither  of  the  parties 
aimed  at  conquelt.  Thefe  were  only 
domellic  animofities,  in  which  go¬ 
vernment  took  no  part.  Concerns  of 
greater  importance  having  kindled  a 
war  between  the  two  mother-countries 
in  1666,  iSt  Chriftopher’s  became  a 
feene  of  carnage  for  half  a  century. 
The  weaker  being  compelled  to  eva¬ 
cuate  the  colony,  foon  entered  it  again 
with  a  reinforcement,  both  to  revenge 
their  defeat  and  to  repair  their  Iof¬ 
fes.  This  long  conteft,  in  which  both 
parties  alternately  had  the  advantage, 
was  terminated  by  the  total  expulfion 


medied  this  evil,  by  ordering,  that  all 
lands  Ihouid  be  put  up  to  au6lion, 
and  the  purchafe-inoney  paid  into  the 
public  coffers.  Alter  this  prudent  re¬ 
gulation,  the  new  planra  ions  were  as 
well  cultivated  as  the  old  ones. 

The  whole  of  the  ifland  may  be 
about  fourteen  leagues  in  circuit,  its 
length, beingabout  five,  and  the  breadth 
one  league  and  a  half,  except  towards 
the  fouth,  w^here  it  is  narrowed  into 
an  Iftinnus,  which  joins  it  to  a  head 
I  land  about  cue  league  long,  and  half 
I  a  league  broad.  It  contains  in  the 
I  whole  about  fixty-eight  fquare  miles. 

I  The  center  of  the  ifland  is  taken  up 
I  by  a  great  number  of  high  and  bar- 
1  ren  mountains,  Interfev^ed  by  rocky 
precipices  ahnoll  impallahle;  in  ma¬ 
ny  places  of  which  iffuc  hot  fprings. 
Mount  Mifery,  which  I'eems  to  be  a 
j  decayed  volcano,  whofe  head  is  in  the 


of  the  French  in  1702  ;  and  the  peace 
of  Utrecht  cut  off  all  their  hopes  of 
ever  returning  thither. 

This  was  no  great  facrifice  at  that 
time,  for  a  people  who  had  never  ex¬ 
erted  themfelves  otherwife  in  t  hat  co¬ 
lony  than  in  hunting  and  carrying  on 
war.  Their  population  amounted  but 
to  667  white  people  of  all  ages  and 
both  fexes  ;  29  free  blacks,  and 
6c'^  flaves.  All  their  herds  confifted 
omy  of  265  head  of  horned  cattle, 
and  157  horfes.  They  cultivated  no¬ 
thing  but  a  little  cotton  and  indigo, 
and  had  but  one  lingle  fugar  planta¬ 
tion. 

Though  the  Englifh  had  for  a  long 
tlnie  made  a  greater  advantage  of  this 
ifland,  yet  they  did  not  immediately 
reap  all  the  benefit  they  might  have 
done  from  having  the  foie  poffeffion 
of  it. 

This  conquell  was  for  a  long  time  a 
prey  to  rapacious  governors,  who  fold 
the  lands  for  their  own  profit,  or  gave 
them  away  to  their  creatures  ;  though 
they  could  warrant  the  duration  of 
the  fale,  or  grant,  only  during  the 
term  of  their  adminifl ration.  The 
parliament  of  England  at  length  rc- 
VoL.  LVI. 


clouds,  is  the  highell  of  all  thel'c 
;  mountains  ;  its  perpendicular  height 
being  371 1  feet  — At  a  little  diftance 
it  bears  the  refemblance  of  a  man 


carrying  another  on  his  back.  The 
affcmblage  of  thefe  mountains  makes 
be  Kitts  appear  lothofe  who  approach 
by  fca  like  one  huge  mountain  co¬ 
vered  with  wood,  but  they  find  as 
they  come  near  that  the  coafl  grows 
i  eafier.  Agreeable,  neat,  and  com¬ 


modious  habitations,  adorned  with 
I  avenues,  fountains,  and  groves,  are 


I  difperied  over  the  plains.  The  tafle 


for  rural  life,  which  the  Englilb  have 
retained  tnore  than  any  othcrcivilized 
nation  in  Europe,  prevails  in  the 
higheft  degree  at  St  Chriftophers. 
They  never  had  the  leaft  occalion  to 
form  themfelves  into  fmall  focieties  in 
order  to  pai's  away  the  time  ;  and  if 
the  French  had  not  left  there  a  final  I 
town,  where  their  manners  are  pre- 
ferved,  they  would  (fill  be  unacquaint¬ 
ed  with  that  kind  of  focial  life,  wliich 
is  pfod’i<5tive  of  more  altercations  than 
pleafures  ;  which  is  kept  up  by  gal¬ 
lantry,  and  terminates  in  debauchery, 
which  begins  with  convivial  joys, 
and  ends  in  quarrels  of  gaming.  Iri 
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ftend  of  this  image  of  union,  which  is 
in  only  a  beginning  of  difcord,  the 
Englifli  planters  live  by  themfelves, 
but  live  happy  ;  their  foul  and  countc-* 
nance  as  fercne  as  the  ’clear  un¬ 
der  which  they  breathe  a  pure  and 
wholefome  air  in  the  midft*  of  their 
plantations,  and  furrounded  with  their 
llaves,  whom  they  certainly  govern 
with  paternal  tehdernefs,  fincc  they 
infpire  them  with  generous,  and  fome- 
times  heroic  (entiments.  . 

It  is  unluckily  fubjedl  to  hurricanes 
as  well  as  earthquakes.  In  Auguft 
1772  they  experienced  a  mbit  dread¬ 
ful  ftorm,  which'  did  immenfe  da-, 
mage  ;  but  the  violence  of  the  late 
hurricane ;did  not  extend  to  them. 

They  have  two  conllderable  towns 
in'  the  ifland,  the  principal  of  which- 
is  B.affeterre,  formerly  the  capital  of 
the  French  part.  -  The  other  is  called 
.  Sandy  Point,  and  always  belonged  to 
theEnglilh. 

Calculators  differ  very  much  in  their 
accounts  of  the  population  of  this  if¬ 
land  ;  fome  make  the  whole  number 
of  its  inhabitants  only  amount  to  7000 
whites,  and  20,000  blacks;  others 
make  theni  io,oco  whites,  and  30J000 
blacks  ;  however  it  is  certain  that  it 
is  one  of  the  iflands  belonging  to  the 
Englifii  where  there  is  the  leaft  dif- 
proportlon  betw’cen  the  mafters  and 
(laves.  In  1770  the  exportations  of 
this  iiland  amounted  to  above  4 1 9,000). 
herling,  in  fugar,  molaffes,  and  rum, 
and  near  8000  i.  in  cotton. 

LORD  LrTTLETON^s  LETTERS. 

Letter  XXXVII.  [P.  203.] 

NDEED,  my  dear  friend,  you 
millake  the  matter  :  Irony  is  not 
my  talent,  and  B  «■—  fays  I  have 
toj  much  impudence  to  make  ufe  of 
it.  It  is  a  fine  rhetorical  figure; 
and,  if  there  were  a  chance  of  at¬ 
taining  the  ma  iner  in  which  Junius 
has  employed  it,  its  cultivation  Would 
.  be  worth  any  attention.  But  you 
:idd‘  an  harlh  injufticc  to  real  error, 


when  you  fuppofe  that  I  have  em¬ 
ployed  any  powers  of  raillery  I  may 
poffefs  on  the  fubjedl  of  her  Moft 
Excellent  Majefty.  I  recolleft  the 
converfation  which  produced  this 
report  to  my  difadvantage,  and,  if 
it  were  true,  to  my  dilnonour.  I 
can  eafily  defpife  the  malice  of  thofc 
who  underftand  and  mifreprefent  me; 
but  that  ignorance  which  both  mif- 
underftands  and  mifreprefents  is  mor- 
tifying  in  the  extreme.  I  ihould 
really  think  it  little  lefs  than  blaf- 
phemy  to  fpeak  ill  of  a  Princefs  who 
defervts  fo  well.  The  Queen  does 
honour  to  the  Britifii  throne  :  (he  has 
a  right  to  the  place  fhe  poffeffes  in 
the  bread  of  every  refleding  Englifli- 
nian ;  and  it  has  ever  been  my  opi¬ 
nion,  that  her  charafter  unites  the 
royal  virtues  of  her  dation  with  the 
mod  amiable  qualifications  of  her 
fex.'  Nor  have  I  ever  been  difpofed 
to  fpeak  unfavourably  of  the  ladies 
who  attend  her  perfon,  or  compofe 
her  fuite.  There  are,  I  mud  own, 
Half  a  dozen  figures  of  her  houfehold 
who  are  objeds  of  my  pity  ;  and  the 
dr^in  of  commiferation  which  broke 
from  me  on  their  fubjedts,  has  been 
reprefented,  I  find,  as  a  contemp¬ 
tuous  raillery  of  their  Royal  Mi  ft  refs. 
My  memory  will  ferve  me,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  to  recollect  the  general  tenor 
of  my  difeourfe  on  the  occafion,  which 
I  (hall  offer  to  yoiif  candid  interpre¬ 
tation. 

The  Do*wager  Lady  To*wnJhendf  as 
you  \vell  know,  divides  the  human 

ipecies  into  men,  women,  and  h - ; 

and  where  is  the  crime,  if  I  parody 
on  her  Ladyfliip^s'  l^^ic,  and  apply 
it  to  the  divifion  or  her  Majefty ’s 
houfehold  into  men,  women,  and 
maids  of  honour.  Nor  will  it  be  dif¬ 
ficult  to  judify  this  new  line  of  dif- 
tinflion,  if  we  confider  the  peculiar 
offices  which  compofe  the  duty  and 
the  fingular  privileges  wffiich  reward 
the  fcrvice  of  thefe  courtly  virgins. 

To  make  up,  at  leaft,  two  court 
fuits  in  a  year  ;•  to  dance  as  many 
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court  minutes  in  the  fame  fpace ;  to 
fidFe,  on  days  of  duty,  through  the 
prefence-chambers,  at  the  tail  of  a 
royal  proceflion  ;  to  take  her  place  in ' 
an  eftabliflied  corner  of  the  drawing¬ 
room  ;  to,  fay  Yes,  Sir,  or  No,  Sir, 
and  courtefy,  when  fhe  is  noticed  by 
the  King;  to  fay  Yes,  Madam,  and 
No,  Madam,  and  courtefy,  when  the 
Queen  does  her  the  fame  honour ; 
to  make  an  occafional  one  of  fix  large 
hoops  in  a  royal  coach,  and  to  aid 
the  languor  of  an  eafy  party  in  a  fidc- 
box  at  a  royal  play, — compofe  the 
principal  labours  of  a  maid  of  ho¬ 
nour's  life. — But  they  are  not  with¬ 
out  tUeir  rewards.  A  moderate  fa- 
;lary,  and  a  thoufand  pounds  when 
Mifs  gets  an  huiband  ;  an  apartment 
in  a  palace,  and,  I  believe,  a  dinner 
from  a  royal  kitchen  ;  in  the  rotation 
of  fix  weeks,  a  feven-days  poffeflion 
.of  a  royal  coach,  a  royal  coachman, 
and  a  Ihabby  pair  of  royal  horfes,  for 
the  purpofe  of  (hopping  in  the  city, 
paying  dillant  vifits,  airing  in  the 
King's  road,  and  the  being  fet  down 
at  the  very  gate  of  Kenfington  Gar¬ 
dens,  while  women  of  the  firftfafliion 
are  obliged  to  trip  it  o'er  an  hundred 
yards  of  greenfward  between  their 
coaches  and  the  place  of  admittance  ; 
jto  take  place  of  Baronets'  daughters; 
to  go  to  plays,  operas,  and  oratorios, 
gratis  ;  to  have  phyficiaas  without 
fees,  and  medicines  without  an  apo¬ 
thecary's  bill ;  to  chat  with  Lords 
and  Grooms  of  the  Bedchamber 
,  around  the ,  fire  of  an  antichamber  ; 
to  ftroke  the  beardlefs  face  of  a  new- 
made  page  ;  and,  perhaps,  to  receive 
an  heir-apparent’s  firft  effort  at  flir- 
..tacion  ;— conftitute  the  various  privi- 
;  leges  of  a  maid  of  honour. 

This  brief  hiftory,  my  dear  friend, 
you  .well  know  to  be  founded  in  fa(5t, 
and  will,  therefore,  be  ready  to  ap- 
.  plaud  the  tender  pity  I,  feel  for  thefe 
*  virgin  automatons.  I  have  ncver< 
feen  them  bringing  np  the  rear  of  a; 
royal  train,  but  each  of  them  hasi 
appeared  to  bear,  in  legible  charac-j 


tens,  on  her  forehead,  Who  *will  marry' 
vie  ?  Nevertheiefs,  upon  thp  raoft  fa¬ 
vourable  average,  not  one  in  .three 
years,  during  ,the  prefent  reign, .has 
been  rewarded  by  Hymen  ;  which, 
in  their  particular  fituation,  is  as 
pitiable  .a  circumllance  as  can  be 
found  in  the  long  catalogue  of  female 
mortifications.  A  lady  of  the  bed¬ 
chamber  is  obliged  only  to  a  partial 
duty,  and,  during  the  fhort  period  of 
her  attendance,  is,  in  fome  degree, 
the  companion  of  her  royal  Miftrefs  ; 
while,  the  virgins  of  honour  are  not 
admicte^,  as  1  have  been  informed, 
to  ftickra-pin  in  a. royal  handkerchief. 
Even  the  women  of  the  fame  depart¬ 
ment  figure  only  in  her  Majefiy's 
caft-ofF  gowns  on  royal  birth-days  ; 
but  thefe  poor  perfecuted  damfels  are 
the  common  hackneys  of  drawing¬ 
room  parade:  whether  Ill  or  well,  in 
humour  or  out  of  humour,  by  day¬ 
light  or  by  candle-light,  they  are 
obliged,  through  three  parts  of  the 
year,  to  be  on  the  continual  llrttch 
of  ftate-oSicial  exhibition. 

I  remember,  when*-!  was  little  more 
than  a  boy,  to  have  feen  a  young 
lady  in  training  for  this  important 
office  ;  and  the  whole  of  that  ferious 
bufinefs  confided  in  nothing  more 
than  a  pradlical  le<Sure  upon  entran¬ 
ces  and  exits,  the  language  of  cour- 
tefies,  and  the  art  of  conducing 
large  hoop  in  all  modes  and  forms  pf 
polfible  pliancy..  I  laughed  then  as 
boys-  laugh,  and  had  fome  unlucky 
thoughts  in  my  head  which  were  not 
arrived  at  maturity.  At  this,  period 
I  would  willingly  give  an  opera-fub- 
feription  to  be  prefent  at  a  fimihir 
exercifc. 

After  this  manner  did  I  treat  the 
honourable  fubjedl  of  her  Majefty's 
honourable  virgins ;  and  little  did 
I  think  it  would  beget  a  long  admo¬ 
nitory  epiftle  from  you,  to  warn  me 
againfl  fpeaking  evil  of  dignities.  My 
wit)  fuch  as  it  is,  has  never  dirc<ff^ 
a  fmgle  glance  at  the  throne  ;  and  1 
have  received  the  welcome  teftimony 
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of  your  applaufe,  more  than  once, 
for  exerting  the  full  force  ot  my  un- 
derftanding  to  fupport  the  willies  of 
it.  You  have  my  ready  leave,  my 
dear  friend,  to  laugh  with  me,  and  at 
ix^e, — to  reprove  and  to  admonifti  me ; 
but  1  muft  intreat  you  to  relax  your 
pronenefs  to  believe  every  idle  tale 
which  is  fabricated  to  my  dilhonour. 

I  am.  See, 

Letter  XXXIX. 

Much  of  the  dirputes,  and,  con- 
fequently,  many  of  the  incon- 
vci'iicncies  cf  this  world,  arife  from 
the  ftrangc  difficulty — and  a  ftrange 
one  it  is — that  men  hud  in  under- 
handing  each  other’s  meaning.  Hence 
the  never-ending  game  of  crofs-pur- 
pofes,  in  which  all  of  us,  at  times, 
are  fo  much  engaged.  A  leading 
caufe  of  this  difunion  is  a  negligence 
in  ufing  terms  appropriate  to  their 
obje(5l.  The  phllofopher,  it  is  true, 
mull  generalife  his  ideas  to  cempafs 
the  views  of  his  enquiring  mind.  It 
is  by  fuch  an  application  to  his  intel- 
Jedtual  faculties,  that  he  furmounts 
Inch  a  variety  of  obftacles,  that  he 
paffics  from  individual  man  to  an 
whole  people  ;  from  a  people  to  the 
human  race  ;  from  the  time  in  which 
he  lives  to  the  ages  that  are  to  come ; 
from  what  he  fees  to  that  which  is 
invifible.  But,  in  conveying  the 
fruits  of  his  ftudy  and  refledion 
to  others,  he  muft  condefeend  to 
weigh  words,  compare  terms,  and 
preclude  all  poffibility  of  error  in 
thofe  he  inftruds,  by  ufing  a  fimpli- 
city  of  definition,  a  perfpicuity  of  ex- 
preffion,  and,  where  the  barrennefs 
of  language  denies  the  immediate 
term,  a  neatnefs  of  periphrafe  which 
not  only  invites  but  creates  concep¬ 
tion. 

You  are  pleafed,  in  your  laft  letter, 
to  charge  die  prefent  age  with  the 
crime  of  fcepticifm  ;  and  you  have 
abandoned  yourfelf' to  a -more  than 
common  energy  on  the  fubjid.  To 


tell  you  the  truth,  I  do  not  very 
clearly  perceive  the  tendency  of  your 
accufation.  If  it  alludes  to  religion, 
you  would,  I  think,  find  fome  diffi¬ 
culty  to  maintain  your  pofition  ;  if  it 
Ihould  glance  at  politics,  our  national 
fubmiffion  is  certainly  againlt  you: 
or,  leaving  the  higher  concerns  of 
the  world,  if  you  fhould  apply  your 
affertion  to  the  ordinary  iiitercourfe 
and  common  tranfadions  between 
man  and  man,  you  are  truly  unfor¬ 
tunate,  as  an  extreme  Gullibility  feems 
to  be  one  of  the  leading  features  of 
the  preient  times.  The  age  in  which 
we  live  does  not  poffefs  fo  great  a 
fhare  as  former  centuries  of  tiiat  faith 
which  is  able  to  retnove  mountains  : 
blind  credulity,  by  the  infults  it  fo 
long  offered  to  reafon,  has,  in  a  great 
meafure,  detlroyed  itfelf,  or‘is  rather 
become  modified  into  that  fobriety 
of  belief  which  is  confifteiit  with  a  ra¬ 
tional  being.  The  gawdy,  awful,  and 
prefuming  phantom  of  papal  autho¬ 
rity,  has  long  begun  to  difappear : 
that  blazing  meteor,  which  for  fo 
many  ages  dazzled  the  fnperftitious 
world,  verges  towards  the  horizon, 
and  grows  pale  before  the  fteady, 
embodied  light  of  liberal,  unimpeded 
fcience.  But  I  cannot  believe,  altho’ 
luxury  and  diffipation,  with  their  con¬ 
comitant  depravities,  have  made  fuch 
enormous  ftrides  among  the  higher 
orders,  that  infidelity  in  religions 
matters  is  a  leading  chara^criftic  of 
our  times.  If  we  turn  from  the 
church  to  the  ftate,  the  firm  confi¬ 
dence  of  a  very  great  majority  of  the 
people  in  a  government,  which  I  am 
forced  to  coniefs,  does  not  poffefs  all 
the  wifdom  that  fuch  a  government 
ought  to  poffefs,  is  a  circumllance 
which,  were  I  to  enlarge  upon  it,  you 
would  be  perplexed  to  anfwTr,  In 
the  ordinary  tranfadions  of  life,  the 
wantonnefs  of  commercial  credit  is 
I  well  prepared  to  give  the  lie  dired  to 
any  charge  of  incredulity.  Afk  Foley ^ 
Charles  Fox^  and  a  thoufand  others, 
what  they  think  of  modern  infidelity  ; 


;l 


LITERARY  AMUSEMENT. 


and  they  will  tell  you,  that  the  Jenvs 
themfelves,  that  unbelieving  race, 
have  deferted  from  the  ftandard  of 
Scepticifm,  and,  having  borne  the 
iUgma  of  fpiritual  unbelief  for  up¬ 
wards  of  feventeen  hundred  years, 
are,  at  this  moment,  groaning  be¬ 
neath  the  effeds  of  temporal  credulity. 

Credula  turba  f twins — We  are  a  cre¬ 
dulous  race  of  beings  ;  and  the  moft 
ileady  profelfors  of  fcepticifm  are  de¬ 
ceived  by  others,  and  deceive  them- 
felves,  every  hour  of  the  day.  Re¬ 
ligion,  which  commands,  among  its 
evident  truths,  the  belief  of  matters 
which  vve  cannot  entirely  compre¬ 
hend,  will  fometimes  fo  habituate  the 
mind  of  its  fubmiillve  difciple  to  a<51s 
of  faith,  that  he  does  not  know  how 
to  withhold  his  alfent  to  the  moll  im¬ 
probable  tidlions  of  human  fancy  ; 
and  the  Credo  quia  impofibile  eji  of  ' 
7'ertullian  is  readily  adopted  by  his 
yielding  piety.  I  (hall  confirm  the 
truth  of  this  obfervation  by  a  ftory 
which  I  have  heard  related,  and  is 
not  more  extraordinary  in  its  nature 
than  the  tone,  look,  and  language  of 
belief  which  accompanied  the  rela¬ 
tion. — A  traveller,  benighted  in  a 
wild  and  mountainous  country  (if  my 
recolledlion  does  not  fail  me,  in  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland),  at  length 
beholds  the  welcome  light  of  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  habitation.  He  urges  his 
horfe  towards  it ;  when,  inftead  of 
an  houfe,  he  approached  a  kind  of 
illuminated  chapel,  from  whence  if- 
fued  the  moll  alarming  founds  he  had 
ever  heard.  Though  greatly  fur- 
prifed  and  terrified,  he  ventured  to 
look  through  a  window  or  the  build¬ 
ing,  w’hen  he  was  amazed  to  fee  a 
large  affembiy  of  cats,  who,  arranged 
in  folcmn  order,  were  lamenting  over 
the  corpfe  of  one  of  their  own  fpe- 
cies,  which  lay  in  Hate,  and  was  lur- 
rounded  with  the  various  emblems  of 
fovereignty.  Alarmed  and  terrified 
at  this  extraordinary  fpe<5tacle,  he 
haftened  from  the  place  with  greater 
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eagernefs  than  he  approached  it  ; 
and,  arriving  fome  time  after  at  the 
houfe  of  a  gentleman  who  never 
turned  the  wanderer  from  his  gate, 
the  impreHions  of  w^hat  he  had  fecn 
were  fo  vifible  on  his  countenance, 
that  his  friendly  hoft  enquired  the 
caufe  of  his  anxiety.  He  accordingly 
told  his  ftory,  and,  having  finilhed  it, 
a  large  fa-nly  cat,  who  had  lain,  du¬ 
ring  the  narrative,  before  the  fire, 
immediately  ftarted  up,  and  very  ar¬ 
ticulately  exclaimed,  “  Then  I  am  king 
of  the  cats!"*  and,  having  thus  an¬ 
nounced  its  new  dignity,  the  animal 
darted  up  the  chimney,  and  was  feen 
no  more. 

Now,  the  man  who  ferioufy  re¬ 
peated  this  ftrange  and  fingular  hif- 
tory  was  a  Peer  of  the  realm,  had 
been  concerned  in  the  adtive  fcencs 
ol  life,  and  was  held  in  high  efteem 
and  veneration  among  mankind  for 
his  talents,  wildcm,  and  Chriftiaii 
piety.  After  this  information,  w’hich 
I  give  you  as  a  ferious  lael,  w’hat 
have  you  to  fay  ? — It  is  impoHiblc 
but  you  mull  immediately  withdraw 
your  charge  of  intidelity  againit  a  pe¬ 
riod  which  cotild  produce  one  fuch 
implicit  believer. 

As  for  myfelf,  I  will  readily  con- 
fefs  to  you  that  I  am  neither  a  Icep- 
tic  nor  a  believer.  1  have  enough 
of  fcepticifm  to  prevent  the  throwing 
my  Ihare  of  faith  away  :  at  the  fame 
time  I  feel  within  me  that  there  is 
fomething  which  I  cannot  very  well 
explain,  the  belief  whereof  I  ought 
to  cultivate,  and  from  whence  I  Ihould 
derive  much  fatisfaiftion  and  content¬ 
ment,  could  I  but  frame  my  mind  to 
the  purpofe. — If,  however,  after  all 
my  realbning,  you  Ihould  Hill  conti¬ 
nue  to  fix  a  fceptical  charaifter  upon 
the  prefent  age,  1  truft  that  you  will 
at  leaft  difeard  it  from  your  own 
bread,  while  I  alfure  you  of  the  great 
regard  with  which  I  am  your  moll 
fincere  humble  fervant. 

[T 0  be 
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[As  the  parochial  fchpolmafters  of 
Scotland  have  not  hitherto  received 
that  encouragement  which  their 
nleful  labours  .deferve,  and  as  feye- 
ral  of  them  have  difcovered  an  in¬ 
tention  of  applying  to  the  legifla- 
jture  for  an  augmentation  of  their 
falarics,  and  have  appointed  a  meet¬ 
ing  at  Edinburgh  for  that  purpofe, 
-►the  following  fedlion  from.  Mr 
Chapman’s  Treatife  on  Education 
points  out  fomc  methods  for  reliev¬ 
ing  that  learned  body  from  their 
prefent  dependent  fituation.] 

Of  the  S  ALARY  of  SC  HO  OL- 
MASTERS. 

WHOEVER'rcfle^ls  on  the  im¬ 
portance  of  education,  and 
{the  variety  of  qualifications  necelTary 
in  every  teacher, will  eafilylfee,  that  the 
provifion  to  be  made  for.  the  inftruc- 
ftors  of  youth  ought,  to  be  much  great¬ 
er  than  it  is  at  prefent.  It  Ihould  be 
•fuch  as  would  remove  <the  difadvan- 
stages  complained  of,  and  excite  per- 
ibns  of  good  capacity,  and  of  a  libe- 
;raf  education,  to  apply  themielves  to 
this  profeffion.  And  if  we  confider 
.the  prices  of  all  the  neceflaries  of  life 
in  this  ifland,  we  cannot  fuppofe  that 
any  fchoolmafier  who  is  properly 
qualified  can  have/Iefs.  than  a  falary 
of  fifty  pounds  fterJing  in  the  year, 
with  a  convenient  dwelling-houfc,  in 
cafe  it  Ihouid  be  neceflary  to  a,cc0m- 
modate  the  more  diflantfcholars  with- 
..  in  the  parifh.  This,  with  his  chance 
of  an  annual  free  gift  in  money  from 
fthe  richer  parents,  and  the  perquilites 
.  which  he  will  receive  for  teaching 
.the  learned  languages,  will  place  him 
.  in  eafy  circumftances,  and  enable  him 
.  to  fupport  a  family,  and  to  educate 
Lis  children.  For  if  he  is  either  de- 
prefied  in  his  mind,  or  diverted  from 
his  bufinefs,  by  the  cares  which  are. 
infeparable  from  indigence,  he  wilf 
neither  be  happy  in  himfelf,  nor  ufe- 
ful  to  his  pupils.  .  j 
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He  fliould  receive  no  money  from 
the  fcholars  for  the  teaching  of  Eng. 
lilh,  Writing,  and  the  common  rules 
of  Arithmetic.  The  moft  of  parents, 
who  fubfift  by  their  daily  labour,  can. 
not  bear  fuch  an  .cxpence  ;  'and  thefc 
branches  of  education,  to  which  the 
pooreft  as  well  as  the  richeft  are  intit- 
tied,  ought  to-be  rendered  as  liule 
chargeable  as  poffible.  But  this 
fhould  -not  reftrain  the  generofity  of 
an  opulent  parent,  if  he  think  the 
teacher  is  faithful  in  his  office. 

By  .  this  means,  the  falary  of  the 
fchoolmafter,  and  his  chance  of  per¬ 
quilites  from  his  fcholars,  will  be  fo 
adjufted,  that  the  one  may  raife  him 
above  indigence,  and  the  other  prove 
an  additional,  though  fubordinatc, 
motive  to  quicken  his  induftry*. 

A  confeientious  teacher  will,  with¬ 
out  fuch  mercenary  views,  do  juftice 
CO  the  poorer  as  well  as  the  richer 
fcholars  :  for  he  ought  always  to  re¬ 
member,  that  it  is  on  account  of  the 
lower  and  the  poorer  claffes  of  man¬ 
kind  that  he  receives  his  fubfi Hence 
from  the  public.  But  Hill  it  will  give 
him  pleafure  to  fee  thofe  parents 
whofc  circumftances  admit  of  it,  vo¬ 
luntarily  and  cheerfully  offer  him  a 
token  of  their  gratitude  for  his  fide¬ 
lity  to  all  who  are  under  his  care. 

To  this  feheme  it  will  be  objedled, 
That  where  teaching  is  gratuitous,  it 
is  found,  by  experience,  the  ftuucnt 
is  more  irregular  in  his  attendance, 
and  more  carelefs  of  his  improve¬ 
ment.  But  this  objedion  will  vanilli, 
when  we  confider  that,  though  the 

*  If  any  »  ne  thinkf^,  that  the 
ragemeut  which .  would  arife  from  the 
generofity  of  the  ticber  parents  would 
be  but  inconfiderabie  and  precarious, 
let  him  enquire  mto  the  prefent#  ufu- 
ally  given  at  free  fchools,  ,and  be  will 
have  reafon  to  alter  his  opinion^  A  pa¬ 
rent  never  grudges  to  give  the  teacher  a 
prefent,  equal  at  lead  to  the  quarterly 
payments  eftablilhed  in  other  pl  icts,  tf  he 
think  that  juftice  j$  dlone.to  the  edacatiuo 
of  his  child. 
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teacher  fliould  give  the  fame  attention  | 
to  every  boy  as  if  he  was  to  be  bred  | 
to  a  learned  profeffion,  yet  the  public  j 
docs  not  require  that  any  Ihould  be  j 
compelled  to  learn,  but  that  all  fhould  j 
have  opporfunities,  if  they  incline  to 
improve  them’^. 

The  difficulty  of  raifing  a  fund  for 
payment  of  the  falarles  propofed,  will 
alfo  be  objected.  This  difficulty  is  ac¬ 
knowledged,  and  lamented.  But  the 
importance  of  the  objed  in  view,. and 
the  readinefs  of  mankind  to  pro¬ 
mote  any  feheme  whtreiii  they  think  - 
their  ihtereft  is  greatly  concerned, 
will  not  allow  Us  to  defpair.  One  j 
thing  may  be  pointed  out,  that  would 
be  produdive  of  great  utility,  at*  the 
fame  time  that  it  would  be  very  little 
felt  by  the  public ;  that  is,  the  efta- 
blilhmeht  of  a  rCgider'  of  Births, 
Marriages,  and  Deaths  in  every  parifti, 
to  be  kept  by  the  fchoolmafter,  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  be  a  legal  youchef  of 
all  fuch  events*  A  regifter  of  this 
kind  Is  kept  in  an  irregularjor  imper- 
fed  manner  in  fome  parilhes,  and  al- 
togdher  wanting  in  many.  The  per- 
quifitie's  arifing  from  hence  being  fix¬ 
ed  by  law  at  a  moderate  rate,  and 
joined  to  the  provifion  already  made 
for  fchoolmafters,  would  contribute  a 
little  towards  raifing  the  fund  pro¬ 
pofed.  Other  means  might  be  men¬ 
tioned  ;  and  if  any  thing  in  thefe 


*  From  the  great  extent  and  popiiloul- 
nefs  of  fome  pariflies,  it  may  happen  that 
there  will  be  occafion  for  an  uiher,  or  af 
fiUant  to  the  fchoolmafter.  In  fuch  cales, 
’dbhere  no  provifion  is  already  made,  there 
is  reafin  to  hope,  that  the  fchoolmafit-r, 
who  muft  be  a  gainer  by  the  nlher%  affift- 
ance,  will,  not  grudge  to  give  him  his 
board,  nor  the  wealthier  parents,  whole 
children  are  to  have  a  ciaiTical  education, 
refufe  to  contribute  a  fnaall  fum  f>r  his 
filary.  1  lay,  a  fmali  fum  ;  for  in  fuch  a 
fiiuation  a  young* man  ihonid  not  have 
ihc  gain  arifing  from  that  fub  irdinate  of¬ 
fice  fo  much  in  view,  as  the  opportunity 
of  improviment  which  he  would  have  in 
the  mean  time,  and  of  qualifying  himfelf 
fk.r  a  fuperior  charge. 


< 

hints  (hall  be  judged  worthy  of  the 
public  attention,  it  is  not  doubted 
but  proper  methods  will  be  taken  by 
the  hate  for  reforming  the  abufes  of 
education,  and  fupplying  its  defedls. 

But  if  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate 
will  not  allow  us  to  hope  for  an  im¬ 
mediate  fupply  from  that  quarter  ; 
if  the  liberality  of  the  great  is  already 
diverted  into  other  channels  ;  and  if 
nothing  can,  orought  to  be  impofed 
on  the  poor,  it  is  hoped,  that,  till  pro¬ 
per  falaries  be  cllablilhed,  the  richer 
parents,  who  mull  be  fo  great  gainers 
by  this  plan,  will  not  think  it  hard  to 
meet  in  cheir  refpev5livc  piiriihes  every 
year, or  every  fifth  year, and  voluntarily 
tax  themfelves,  to  raife  a  fund  for  that 
purpofe.  A  fmall  fum  of  money,  for 
it  wmuIJ  be  but  fmall  to  individuals, 
coiild  not  be  faid  to  be  thrown  away, 
wiien  employed  in  procuring  their 
children  a  more  virtuous  and  more 
I  ufeful  education ;  It  would  return  to 
j  them  feven-fold,  in  the  probity,  the 
ingenuity,  and  the  fuperior  know- 
ledge  of  their  children  ;  it  would  be 
fpent  among  themfelves ;  it  would  free 
them  from  the  neceffity  of  fending 
their  fons  to  fchool  at  a  diilance, 
where  their  education  mull  be  more 
expenlive,  and  the  rsllraints  upon 
their  irregularities  more  feeble;  it 
would  fave  feveral  gentlemen  the  ex« 
pence  of  a  private  tutor  for  their  chil¬ 
dren:  in  any  event  it  would  be  ill-judg¬ 
ed  cecdnomy  to  fave  a  portion  of  their 
money,  when  a  final!  portion  of  it, 
thus  laid  out,  has  fo  evident  a  ten¬ 
dency  lO  promote  the  virtue,  the  ufe- 
fulncfs,  tne  happinefs,  of  what  is  fo 
dear  to  them. 

But  it  is  necdlefs  to  multiply  argii- 
rr.cncsjfince  thewifdom  of  the  nation, 
if  it  approve  of  this. plan,  will  be  at 
no  iofs  to  carry.it  into  execution. 

After  all,  it  will  be  afked,  “  Where 
fliall  fuch  teachers  be  found In  an- 
•  fwer  to  this,  it  is  granted,  that  this 
I  fchenic  cannot  take  place  all  at  once  : 
I  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  immedi- 
latelv  a  fufficlent  number  of  teachers 
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properly'  qualilied.  Befides,  i>nlersj 
fome  other  decent  provilion  would  be  > 
made  for  fuch  of  the  prefent  teachers 
as  might  be  judged  unqualified,^  they 
ought,  without  doubt,  to  be  continued 
in  their  office.  It  would  be  cruel  and 
niijuft  to  deprive  them  of  their  live¬ 
lihood,  fince,  w’ith  good  intentions, 
and  on  the  faith  of  fociety,  they  are 
dedicating  their  labours  to  the  public 
fervice,  and  difeharging  their  duty  to 
the  beft  of  their  power.  .But  this 
inconvenience  will  ceafe  by  degrees, 
at  the  death  of  fuch  of  the  prefent 
incumbents  as  may  be  unqualified  ;  or 
it  will  be  removed  at  once  by  their 
better  appointment.  And  if  proper 
regulations  be  once  eftabliftied,  and 
fuitable  encouragement  given,  it  is 
not  to  be  doubted  but  perfons  of 
good  capacities  will  train  thcmfelves 
up  for  fo  ufeful  and  fo  honourable  an 
employment.  Public  fpirit,  which 
when  duly  encouraged,  is  feldom 
wanting,  will  then  apply  itfelf  to  form 
the  minds  of  the  youth,  being  invited 
by  the  probability  of  fuccefs,  and  al¬ 
lured  by  the  profpedl  of  efteem,  ufe- 
fulnefs  and  happinefs. 

Anecdotes  of  the  ingenious  Dr  Hugh 
Downman. 

Dr  downman  is  the  Ton  of  a 
gentleman  of  good  fortune  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Exeter.  He 
was  brought  up  at  the  public  fchool 
in  that  city,  and  took  his  degrees  (if 
we  miftake  not)  at  Baliol  College,  at 
Oxford.  He  w^as  defigned  for  the 
church,  and  took  orders  to  perform  the 
duties  of  a  clergyman  for  a  few  years 
in  his  father’s  neighbourhood.  But 
a  diforder,  which  has  fince  proved 
to  be  a  liver  complaint,  rendering  any 
exertions  of  his  voice  painful  and  dan¬ 
gerous  to  him,  he  went  to  Edinburgh 
and  took  his  degrees  in  phyfic. 

An  early  attachment  to  a  very 
amiable  and  accomplifiied  young  lady, 


which  did  not  meet  the  entire  appro- 
bation  of  his  family,  though  (he  was 
very  nearly  related  to  Lord  Court¬ 
ney,  and  had  a  genteel  fortune,  fixed 
the  firft  efiays  of.  his  mufe  on  love. 
The  poems  to  Thefpia,  publifhed  at 
the  end  of  the  Land  of  the  Mufes,  are 
the  genuine  efFufions  of  a  poetic  fan¬ 
cy,  and  of  a  heart  fraught  with  thofe 
fincere  and  ardent  pafllons  which  have 
fince  marked  his  life. 

While  he  was  in  Scotland,  or  foon 
after  his  return,  he  publilhed  the 
Land  of  the  Mufes  in  imitation  of 
Spencer.  Hardly  any  thing  fo  poe¬ 
tical  has  appeared  in  the  laft  century; 
but  the  public  relying  chiefly  on  the 
account  of  Reviewers,  the  poem  was 
left  to  make  its  way  by  the  influence 
of  tafte  and  judgment  in  thofe  who 
perufed  it.  His  reputation  encreafed 
rapidly,  and  feveral  editions  of  it  have 
been  fold. 

On  this  work  his  reputation  as  a 
poet  principally  refts,  and  it  is  a  mif- 
fortune  it  fhould  be  in  a  language 
not  c<^mmonly  intelligible. 

It  is  probable  that  his  attention 
was  turned  to  the  ftage  very  early  in 
life,  as  it  is  faid  feveral  of  his  pieces 
have  been  offered  for  reprefentation. 
The  publication  of  Lucius  Junius 
Brutus  was  certainly  meant  as  a  re¬ 
proach  to  the  judgment  of  the  mana¬ 
gers  ;  for  a  very  few  alterations,  fug- 
gefted  by  a  perfon  acquainted  with 
the  theatre,  would  have  rendered  it 
a  moll  excellent  tragedy. 

It  is  rumoured  that  fomc  difap- 
pointment  in  dramatic  defigns  indu¬ 
ced  him  to  engage  in  the  tranflation 
of  Voltaire  ;  but  whether  the  Doc¬ 
tor’s  health  will  enable  him  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  this  undertaking  is  at  prefent 
very  doubtful. 

The  (riends  of  genius  and  merit 
muff  lament  that  his  life  has  been  a 
conftant  feries  of  fufferings,  and  that 
there  are  not  any  great  hopes  of 
his  ever  enjoying  a  tolerable  ftate  ot 
health. 
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POETRY. 


ode  for  ST  CECILIAS  DAT,  By  Wil¬ 
liam  Hawkins,  late  ProfeJJor  of  Poetry 
In  Oxford. 


Hark  !  hark  !  what  harfh  and  horrid  crafh 
I  hear  ? 

What  jarring  difeords  burft  upon  mine  ear  ? 
*ris  chaos  audible?— ‘and  more  and  more 
Loud  the  tumbling  waters  roar  : 

Anarch  tumultuous  holds  his  dreary  reign, 
AiiStii.o’  cr  the  future  globe 
DarknrfS^lirow^s  her  fabled  robe.— 

But,  haflc  agdin  ! 

Hark  to  a  Iweetly-folemn  drain,  > 

•  That  foothes  my  aching  b  .fom*s  pain ;  ^ 
The  drain  that  ’companies  the  voice  of  God  : 
And,  as  he  bids  the  jarring  difeords  ccafe. 
And  fpeaks  confufion  into  peace, 

Calms  the  gath’ring  deeps  around 
With  harmony  of  noblell  found ; 
While  light,  fwift-guiningin  ethcrial  dreams 
That  from  the  throne  eternal  flow’d. 
Silvers  the  vafl  ohfeure  w-ith  virgin  beams: 
And  bands  of  rich-plum’d  angels  in  full 
quire, 

Sonorous  fweeping  each  his  golden  lyre, 
Their  purple  banners  wide  unfurl’d, 
Salute  with  hymns  of  joy  the  birth-day  of  the 
world ! 


CHORUS. 

Mufic,  edence  holy,  high, 

Pured  heav’n  is  thy  abode, 

Thou,  co-eternal  wiUi  the  Deity, 

And  daughter  of  the  voice  of  God! 


Mufic,  to  various  ends  by  wifdom  giv’n, 
Bounty  of  indulgent  Heav’n, 

Thro’  Nature  fways  without  controul ; 
Roufes  the  paflion'-  flumb’riag  in  the  foul,  ( 
Or  dills  the  mental  dorms  that  in  the  bofom  ^ 
roll.  J 

Tuneful  meafurcs  fwcetly  move 
Plcafing  throbs  of  glowing  love; 
Sadly-pining  griefs  alfwagc ; 

Lull  the  pains  of  drooping  age; 
Smoothe  the  brow  of  anxious  care; 
Drive  the  cloud  that  wraps  defpair  ; 
Feelings  touch  with  niced  art, 

And  heave  with  pity’s  pants  the  ruthlefs  heait. 

Mufic,  cflcnce  holy,  high.  See. 


Rut  when  loud  clangours  found  alarms, 

And  manly  Mufic  fires  the  foul  to  arms  ; 

When  the  ihrill  trumpet’s  brazen  breath 
Sends  thro’  the  walks  of  war  the  blads  of  death ; 

The  lof^  drain  all  tear  difpcls; 

Each  bread  with  maitial  emulation  fwells; 

VoL.  LVL 


I'hc  troops  arc  eager  to  engage; 

The  leaders  kindle  into  rage; 

And,  warm  with  longings  for  a  warrior’s 
name. 

Already  fee  their  valiant  deeds  enroll’d 
Jn  dcaihlcfs  chara^fers  of  gold, 

And  wcat  rhe  palm  of  fame. 

Or  if  pealing  organs  blow 
Majcdically  11  >w 
In  wrJI-fiird  quires ; 

Or  the  tall  roof  with  hallelujahs  rings 
From  dulctt  voices  to  the  King  of  Kings, 
The  facred  i.elody  infpircs 
Meek  raptures,  fober  joys,  and  pure  deliics : 

The  fou!  refin'd. 

And  on  Devotion  s  wing  borne  high, 
AlTert*  her  <>a:ivc  Iky, 

And  foars  thro’  bounJlcfs  fpacc,  and  leaves 
the  world  behind. 


Mufic,  cflence  holy,  high,  &c. 


Hail,  princely  Tubal!  fonof  Lavicch^  defga 
To  Imile  upon  my  grateful  dram ! 

Father  of  eartiily  mulic  1  lire  reU  uvn’d  ! 

Thee,  dill  with  lev’rcncc  let  me  name, 
That  di(ld  invent  tlie  deep-ton’d  organ’s 
fiame  ; 

And  teach  the  vocal  firings  to  greet 
The  lld’niiig  ear  with  warblings  fweer. 
And  charm  th’  adonifh’d  world  widi  chcarful 
found. 


Mufic,  efTence  holy,  high.  See. 


Say,  Mufe,  who  next  thy  verfe  (hall  grace? 
Or  he,  the  fabled  bard  of  ThracCy 
Whofe  liquid  note:  allur’d  the  woods. 
And  check’d  the  I’peed  of  rapid  floods. 
And  tam'd  the  fierecnefsof  the  lavage  bead. 
And  hulh’d  the  growling  temped  into  red, 
And  all  th  infernal  woes  beguil'd; — 

The  furies  dropt  ihcir  in akes,  and  hell’s  grim 
tyrant  fmil’d  : 

Or  he  whofe  lute’s  attra(divc  call 
Rais’d  the  dattly  Theban  wall ; 

Or  he,  mufician  fwcet. 

That,  “  at  the  royal  fead  for  Perjia  won 
By  Philip"^  warlike  f-m,” 

From  his  exalted  feat 
With  wond’rous  ait,  by  all  confefs’d. 

Led  the  ohlequious  rations  round 
With  magic  melody  of  found, 

And  moulded  at  his  will  the  yielding  monarch’s 
bread  : 

Or,  rather,  l.c  who  reign’d 


Vicegerent  ot  the  highed,  IfraePs  king, 
(As  furc  no  fwceter  Mufe  hath  llory  feign’dj 


Davidy  immortal  mindre),  (kill’d  to  ling 
Jeljovah'^  might  vur.nip-'tenf,  and  raile 
To  him  enthron’d  on  high 
In  clcud-environ’d  majeffy 
Songs  fublime,  and  joyous  przife. 
O  with  hoW  delicate  a  touch 

He  wak’d  the  foft-fon’d  lyre 

Hh 
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Ttiat,  heard  Saul’i  wounded  breafl, 

/AikI  laid  his  frantic  irt. — 

LeUthc  great  mailer  gin  to  play, 

And  tile  foul  ticnd  i#  IcizM  '^itii  deep^difmay, 
Owns  thp  conimandji'g  founds,  and  quits  the 
realms  of  day. 

Mufic,  cflcncs  holy,  high,  &c. 

VI. 

Ccafe,  ceafe  hereafter  ev’ry  ftrain 

Tliat  breathti  an  air  profane,  > 

Loofely  gay,  and  lightly  vain  ;  J 

That  may  to  virtue  iicacirrous  prove. 

And  carnal  thoughts  with  lufeious  food  fup- 

An  1  aid  the  hoard  of  fumptuous  luxury  ; 
Unnerve  the  foul,  and  melt  to  fcnfual  love. 
Strike  me  fuch  pow’iful  notes  as  fell 
From  Miriam’s  facrc  !  IlieU, 

When  at  the  head  of  Ifiael's  fema'e  throng 
She  hd  the  dance,  Ihc  tun’d  the  fong. 
While  the  great  Lau-gwer  flood  by, 

,  And  Jacob's,  holls  exulting,  late 
Viiflirious  over  fate, 

Sliook  hcav’n’s  blue  vault  with  melody  ; 

Or  fuch  as  hail’d,  after  the  battle  won, 

The  might  of  JeJfe's  fon, 

Wreath'd  with  unfading  laurels  from  the 
blow 

That  laid  the  pron  I  PhUiJiinc  low  ; 

Or  chear  me  with  that  loftinels  of  fQUod 
Which  brazen  cymbals  dealt  aiound, 

When  hills,  aivd  woods,  and  va'dics  rung, 
And  plait  lies  play’d,  ^nd  Levites  fung, 
And  on  their  fiiouldcrs  bore  thcii  hallow’d 
load. 

The  ARK  OF  (Joi) : 

Or  lift  me  into  cxiai'y 

With  ftiains  of  facred  harmony. 

Such  as  when  Sulowcu  the  wife 
Bade  Jehovah's  temple  rife, 

Charm’d  the  fphercs,  and  llorm’d  the 
,  Ikies : 

’Twas  tributary  piaifc; — a  nation’s  facrifice; 
Voices  r^ect-attun’d  combin’d. 

One  univcrfal  chorus  join’d 
With  pla’t’rirs,  aad  harps,  and  trumpets 
loud ; 

Vrhat  time,  defeendingin  a  golden  cloud. 
Glory  divine  ; 

Took  I  ollcfnon  of  the  rnrine  r 
The  prirfts  with  awe  retiring  far  awav. 
Impatient  of  the  blaze  of  that  tianicendent 
day. 

Mufic,  cflcucc  holy,  high,  &c. 

VH. 

O,  when  the  final  tram  pet’s  found 
Shall  fhakc  the  frame  of  Nature  round  ; 
When  that  tremendous  Mall  lhall  fpread  ; 
Thje  mnlic  which  fhali  wake  the  dead— 
7>fay  I  be  number’d  with  tbe  fons  of  grace 
’i'hat  manfully  have  rim  the  Chriftbn  race;  ! 
lliall  CfcUia^Xwctt  harmonious  n^aid  ! 
iu  r^he  fpcck'efs  white  array  d. 


Smiling,  take  me  by  the  hand, 

And  place  me  in  her  tuneful  band, 

That  Dial!  triumphant  mount  the  flariy  fky 
With  fliouts  of  joy,  and  fongi,  of  melody  ; 

And  fill’d  with  gUdncli-,  peace,  and  love, 
Join  the  celcftial  choir  that  ceai'cicfs  hymns 
above* 

C  H  O  R  U  S. 

Mufic,  eflence  holy,  high, 

Pure!!  hcav’n  is  thy  abjde, 

: .  T1k)u,  co-etcrnal  with  the  Deity, 

And  daughter  of  the  voice  of  God!., 

For  /be  Edinburgh  Magazine. 

DAMON  FORSAKEN,  A  PastoraI. 

NOW  all-chearing  May  Is  arriv’d, 

And  dailies  adorn  ev’ry  vale; 

1  he  heart  of  the  warbler’s  reviv’d. 

And  lambkins  frilk  over  each  dale. 

I  But  all  the  gay  fetnes  of  tht  year 
Nor  comfort  nor  pleafure  can  give, 

Since  flic,  who  than  life  was  mo:c  dear. 

Has  left  me  in  forrow  to  live. 

What  fienzy  has  come  in  her  mind, 

To  leave  me  to  wander  alone  ? 

No  folace,  alas !  can  I  find  ; 

Oh,  where  is  my  Phillida  gone! 

My  fhcep  may  now  carcicfsly  dray, 

And  feek  their  poor  fiiepherd  in  vain, 

For  fince  the  lov’d  maid  is  away, 

1  never  will  tend  them  aga:n. 

IIow  joyfully  pafs’d  the  lone  day! 

When  Damon  thought  Phillida  kind; 
No  fwain  was  fo  chearful  and  gay>; 

— My  heart  was  a*  light  as  the  wind. 

But  now  1  do  penfively  rove, 

For  chang’d  are  the  days  1  have  feen ; 

The  birds  now  feem  dumb  in  the  grove, 

And  the  forefts  no  longer  arc  green. 

By  the  fide  of  yon  fweet  running  rill. 

With  Phillida  often  I  ve  flray'd ; 

And  oft  on  yon  ncighb’ring  green  hill, 

On  my  pipe  to  h  r  fwectly  have  play’d- 
But  with  grief  my  poor  heart  is  now  fore. 
Like  an  owl  in  the  dcfait  I  mourn ; 

For,  alas!  all  thcle  ple^ifurcs  are  o’er, 

And,  I  doubt,  never  more  viill  return. 

Ye  Ihepherds!  that  hear  how  I  figh. 

Take  warning,  and  trull  mt  the  fair. 
They’ll  leave  you  to  langiiifh  and  die. 

When  once  you  are  caught  in  the  fnarc  ; 
Ye  hills  and  ye  vallies,  adieu! 

Where  often  I’ve  tended  my  Ihcep ; 

Since  Phillida’s  faife  and  untrue. 

Poor  Damon  for  ever  lhall  wtep. 

A.  K 
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R  E  V  I  E  W. 

Loiters  frc?n  an  American  Farmer: 
By  J.  Hector  St  JohnT  [P.  21c.] 

IN  the  ninth  I^etter,  the  author, 
who  appears  to  be  a  man  rf  a 
good  and  feeling  heart,  after  deplo¬ 
ring  the  mife Table  Hate  of  tlie  flaves 
in  the  Tout  in  rn  provinces,  and  ar¬ 
raigning,  before  the  trihuiial  of  hu- 
nninicy  and  reafon,  the  injnllice  and 
cruelty  of  the  Briiith  planters  in  thofe 
parts,  deferibes  this  mehuicholy  feene 
of  which  he  was  a  witnel's. 

“  THE  following  feene  will,  I 
hope,  accoimt  for  thefe  rneiancholy 
redc(Sions,  and  apologize  for  the 
gloomy, thoughts  with  which  I  have 
tilled  this  leirer  :  rny  mind  is,  and 
always  has  been,  opprefied  iince  I  be-  | 
came  a  witnefs  to  it.  I  was  not  long  j 
ilacc  invited  to  dine  wirii  a  planter 

who  lived  three  miles  from - ,  . 

where  he  then  refided.  In  Older  to 
avoid  the  licalofthe  fun,  1  rcfolvcd  to 
go  on  iheltered  in  a  fmaii  path, 
leading  throtigh  a  pieatant  wood  I 
was  ieifurely  travelling  along,  atten¬ 
tively  examialug  fonie  peculiar  plants 
which  I  had  cuile^ied,  when  all  ac 
once  I  felt  the  air  ftrongiy  agitated, 
thougli  the  day  v\'as  perfectly  calm 
and  lisltry.  I  immediately  call  my 
eyes  tow’ard  the  cleared  ground,  from 
which  I  was  but  at  a  fmall  dilianct, 
in  order  to  fee  whctiier  it  was  net  oc- 
calioned  by  a  fudden  Ihowcr ;  when 
at  that  Inftant.  a  found,  refembling  a  | 
4eep  rough  voice,  uttered,  as  I  thought,  I 
a  tew  inarticulate  monofyllables.  A- 
Lirmed  and  furprized,  I  precipitately 
looked  all  around,  when  I  perceived, 

-It  about  fix  rods  diftance,  lomething 
refembling  a  cage,  fulpenJed  to  tlu* 
limbs  of  a  tree  ;  all  the  branches  of 
wlii-ch  appeared  covered  wiili  large 
birds  of  prey,  flattering  about,  :tnd 


anxioiiOy  endeavouring  to  perch  on 
the  cage.  AdiuJted  by  an  involun¬ 
tary  motion  cf  my  hands,  more  than 
,by  any  defign  of  my  mind,  I  fired  at 
tliem  ;  they  all  flew  to  a  Ihort  diflance, 
with  a  moll  hideous  noife,  when,  hor¬ 
rid  to  think  and  painful  to  repeat,  1 
perceived  a  negro,  fufpended  in  the 
cage,  and  left  there  to  expire  !  I 
fliudder  when  I  recolle^fl  that  the 
birds  had  already  picked  out  his  eyes ; 
his  cheek-bones  were  bare  ;  his  arms 
had  been  attacked  in  fcveral  places, 
and  his  body  feemed  cen’ered  with  a 
iiiuliiiude  of  wounds.  From  the  ed¬ 
ges  of  the  hollow  fockets,  and  froui 
the  lacerations  with  w'hich  he  was 
disfigured,  th-j  l)iood  ilowdy  dropped, 
and  tinged  liie  ground  beneath.  No 
fooiUT  were  the  birds  flown,  than 
Iwarms  of  infeeds  covered  the  whole 
body  i>f  thisauiforlunatc  w retch,  eager 
to  leed  on  his  n;angltd  flelli  and  to 
drink  his  blood,  1  lt)und  mylclt  fuel* 

!  denly  arreiied  by  the  pnwar  of  airrighr. 
and  terror  ;  my  nerves  were  cruivni- 
led  ;  1  trembled  ;  1  Hood  iviotM.nlcls, 
involuntarily  coiuempiating  the  late 
of  tins  negro  in  all  Its  difmal  latitude. 
Tile  living  fpeClre,  though  deprived 
of  his  eves,  couid  Hill  dlHinedly  hear, 
and  in  his  unci/uih  dialtci  bepged  me 
to  give  lum  lome  water  to  allay  h;s 
thirit.  Ilumiiniry  hcrfelf  would  iiuve 
recoiled  bach  with  horror  ;  the  would 
have  balanced  whether  to  iellVn  fuch 
reJieflefs  dikrefs,  or  mercihilly  with 
one  hiow  fo  end  this  dreadful  feene 
ol  aeonizinj][  rniferv  \  Had  1  luiil  a 
bail  in  my  gun^  I  certainly  llKuild 
have  difparchcd  him-;  but  tinding 
myfelf  unable  to  jierform  fo  kind  an 
olFice,  I  fought,  though  trembling,  to 
relieve  him  as  well  as  1  could.  A 
lliell  ready  fixed  to  x  pole,  wliicli  had 
been  ufed  by  feme  negroes,  prefciircd 
iifclf  to  me  ;  1  filled  it  with  water, 
and  with  trembling  liunds  i  guided  it 
to  the  quivering  lips  ol  the  wretclicd 
fufftrer.  Urged  by  the  irrel.Hiblc 
pow’er  of  tliirii,  he  mdeavoured  to 
meet  it,  as  i.e  inltiii^ftive! y  f^tunled  its 
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Jipproach  by  the  noife  It  made  in  paf-  conceivable  force.  He  furvivcd  the 
fin:;  through  the  bars  of  the  cage.—  fatal  accident  only  two  hours. 

“  Tanke  you,  white  man,  tanke  you,  The  aiithov  affirms  that  the  rattle, 
pute  fome  poyfon  and  give  me.^’—  fnake  is  extremely  inadivc,  and,  it' 
How  long  have  you  been  hanging  not  touched,  perfedfly  irioffenfive.— . 
there?  I  aflted  him.  Two  days,  He  once  faw  a  tamed  one,  which  took 
and  me  no  die  ;  the  birds,  the  birds  ;  to  the  water  and  fwam  whenever  it 
ah  me!”  Opprefled  with  the  re-  pleafed  ;  and  when  the  boys,  to  whom 
fleaions  which  this  Ihocking  fpcdacle  it  belonged,  called  it  back,  their  fum- 
aflPorded  me,  I  muftered  ftreugth  en-  mons  was  readily  obeyed.  It  had 
ough  to  walk  away,  and  foon  reach-  been  deprived  of  its  fangs.  The  au- 
cd  the  houfe  at  which  I  intended  to  thor  relates  the  following  deplorable 
dine.  There  I  heard  that  the  r^afon  accident,  occalioned  by  one ’of  this 
for  this  Have  being  thus  punifheH,  fpecies  fome  years  ago. 
was  on  account  of  his  having  killed 

the  overfeer  of  the  plantation.  They  “  A  Dutch  farmer  of  the  Minifink 
told  me  that  the  laws  of  felf-preferva-  went  to  mowing,  with  his  negroes,  in 
linn  rendered  fuch  executions  necef-  his  boots ;  a  p^'ceaution  ufed  to  prevent 
fary  ;  and  fupported  the  dodrine  of  1  being  flung.  Inadvertently  he  ti  ode  on 
llavery  with'the  arguments  generally  1  a  fnake,  wnich  immediately  flew  at  his 
made  ufe  of  to  juftify  the  pradice  ; —  j  legs  ;  and  as  it  drew  back  in  order  to 
with  the  repetition  of  which  I  fhall  renew  its  blow,  one  of  his  negroes 
not  trouble  you  at  prefent.”  cut  it  in  two  with  his  feythe.  They 

profecuted  their  w^ork,  and  returned 
The  tenth  Letter  treats  of  fnakes,  home  ;  at  night  the  farmer  pulled  off 
and  of  the  humming  bird.  The  au-  his  boots  and  went  to  bed  ;  and  was 
thor  informs  us,  that  the  fouthern  foon  after  attacked  with  a  flrange 
provinces  of  America  contain  the  ficknefs  at  his  flomach  ;  he  fwelled, 
greatell  variety  of  alligators,  fnakes,  and  before  a  phyfician  could  be  fent 
‘ferpents,  and  fcorpions,  from  the  for  died.  Tne  fiidden  death  of  this 
fmallefl  fize  up  to  the  pi/ie  barren^  the  man  did  not  caule  much  inquiry  ;  the 
.  largefl  fpecies  known  in  thofe  parts,  neighbourhood  wondered,  as  is  ulual 
He  tells  us  that  there  are  only  two,  in  fuch  cafes,  and  without  any  far- 
the  flings  of  which  are  mortal.  Thefe  ther  examination  the  corpfe  v/as  bu- 
are  the  rattle-fnake,  and  the  copper-  ried.  A  few  days  after,  the  fon  put 
head,  called  alfo  the  pilot,  on  account  on  his  father's  boots,  and  went  to  the 
of  its  preceding  the  former.  For  the  meadow;  at  night  he  pulled  them 
poifon  of  the  copper-head,  no  reme-  off,  went  to  bed,  and  was  attacked 
dy  has  yet  been  difeovered.  It  lurks  with  the  fame  fymptoms  about  the 
in  rocks  near  the  water,  and  is  ex*  fame  time,  and  died  in  the  morning, 
tremely  adlivc.  Mr  Sr  John  has  heard  A  little  before  he  expired  the  Doaor 
only  of  one  perfon  who  was  flung  by  came,  but  was  not  able  to  afilgn  what 
a  copper-head  in  that  country.  The  could  be  the  caufe  of  fo  Angular  a 
unfortunate  man  inftantly  fwelled  in  diforder;  however,  rather  than  ap- 
a  dreadful  manner ;  and  a  number  of  pear  wholly  at  a  lols  before  the  coun- 
fpots  of  various  colours  alternately  try  people,  he  pronounced  both  fa- 
appeared  and  vanilhed,  on  different  ther  and  fon  to  have  been  bewitched, 
parts  pf  his  body.  Rage  filled  his  Some  weeks  after,  the  widow  fold  all 
eyes,  which  darted  the  mofl  mena-  the  moveables  tor  the  benefit  of  the 
cing  looks  on  all  prefent.  He  thrufl  yoirnger  children  ;  and  the  farm  was 
out  his  tongue  as  the  fnakes  do ;  and  leafed.  One  of  the  neighbours,  who 
he  hiffed  through  his  teeth  with  in-  bought  the  boots,  prefentU’’  put  them 
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on,  and  was  attacked  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  other  two  had  been  ; 
bat  this  man’s  wife  being  alarmed  by 
what  had  happened  in  the  former  fa¬ 
mily,  difpatched  one  of  her  negroes 
for  an  eminent  phyficiaii,  who  fortu¬ 
nately  having  heard  fomething  of  the 
dreadful  affair,  guefled  at  the  caufe, 
applied  oil,  &c.  and  recovered  the 
man. 

The  boots  which  had  been  fo 
fatal  were  then  carefully  examined  ; 
and  he  found  that  the  two  fangs  of 
the  fnake  had  been  left  in  the  lea¬ 
ther,  after  being  w’renched  out  of 
their  fockcts  by  the  flrength  with 
which  the  fnake  had  drawn  back  its 
head.  The  bladders  which  contain¬ 
ed  the  poifon,  and  ieverai  of  the  fmall 
nerves  were  ftlll  frclh,  and  adhered 
to  the  boot.  The  unfortunate  father 
and  foil  had  been  poifoned  by  pulling 
off  thefe  boots,  in  which  action  they 
imperceptibly  fcratched  their  legs 
with  the  points  of  the  fangs,  through 
the  hollow  of  which,  fome  of  this  a- 
ftonifhing  poifon  was  conveyed.  You  | 
have  no  doubt  heard  of  their  rattles, 
if  you  have  not  feen  them  ;  the  or.ly 
obfervation  I  willi  to  make  is,  that 
the  rattling  is  loud  and  dillinft  when 
they  are  angry  ;  and,  on  the  contra¬ 
ry,  when  pleafed,  it  founds  like  a  dif- 
tant  trepidation,  in  which  nothing 
diftiiiifl  is  heard.  In  the  thick  feitle- 
menrs,  they  are  now  become  very 
fcarce  ;  for  where-ever  they  are  met 
with,  open  war  is  declared  againll 
them  ;  fo  that  in  a  few  years  there  will 
be  none  left  but  on  our  mountains.” 

A  battle  between  two  fnakes  being 
fo  uncommon  a  feene,  and  it  being 
alfo  related  in  fo  lively  a  manner  by 
the  author  of  the  Letters,  we  lhall 
lay  before  our  readers  his  narrative 
on  this  fubjed. 

“As  I  was  one  day  fitting  folitary 
and  penfive  in  my  primitive  arbour, 
my  attention  was  engaged  by  a  (trange 
fort  of  ruftling  noife  at  fome  paces 
dlllance.  I  looked  all  around  with¬ 


out  diftingniiliing  any  thing,  until  I 
climbed  one  of  my  great  hemp  ftalks  ; 
when,  to  my  allouilhment,  I  beheld 
two  fnakes  of  confiderable  length, 
the  one  purfuing  the  other  with  great 
celerity  through  a  hemp  Rubble  held. 
The  aggrelfor  was  of  the  black  kind, 
fix  feet  long  ;  the  fugitive  was  a  wa¬ 
ter  fnake,  nearly  of  equal  dimenfions. 
They  foon  met,  and  in  the  fury  of 
their  firR  encounter,  they  appeared 
in  an  iiiRant  firmly  twlRed  together; 
and  vvhilR  their  united  tai^s  beat  the 
ground,  they  mutually  tried  with  o- 
pen  jaws  to  lacerate  eacli  other. — 
What  a  fell  afpeiR  did  thev  prefent ! 
their  heads  wtre  comprelfed  to  a  very 
fmall  fize,  their  eyes  ilafncJ  lire  ;  and 
after  this  conthet  had  lailed  about 
five  minutes,  the  feconJ  found  means 
to  difengage  itlelf  from  the  firR,  and 
hurried  toward  the  ditch.  Its  anta- 
gonlli;  inRantly  airmned  a  new  pol- 
ture,  and  half  creeping  and  halt  e- 
reel,  with  a  nrijtilic  mein,  overtook 
and  attacked  the  other  again,  wnich 
placed  itfeif  in  the  f.ime  attitude,  and 
prepared  to  refiR.  'fhe  fcenc  was 
uncommon  and  beautiful  ;  for  ihu$ 
oppofed  they  fougiit  with  their  jaws, 
biting  each  otlier  with  the  utmoR 
rage  ;  but  notwilhflanding  this  ap¬ 
pearance  of  mutual  courage  and  iury, 
the  water  fnake  Riil  leemcJ  defirous 
of  retreating  towards  the  ditch,  its 
natural  element.  This  w’as  no  foon- 
er  perceived  by  the  keen-eyed  black 
one,  than  twiRing  its  tail  twice  round 
a  Ralk  of  hemp,  and  felzing  its  ad- 
verfary  by  the  throat,  not  by  means 
of  its  jaws,  but  by  twiRing  its  own 
neck  twice  round  that  of  the  water 
fnake,  puiied  it  back  from  the  ditcli. 
To  prevent  a  defeat,  the  latter  t»)ok  hold 
,  likewife  of  a  Ralk  on  the  bank,  and  by 
I  the  a c qui fi tion  of  t  h at  poi n t  of  r c fi Ra nee 
became  a  match  for  its  fierce  aiitago- 
niR.  Strange  was  this  to  behold  \ 
two  great  fnakes  Rrongly  adhering 
to  the  ground,  mutually  fattened  to¬ 
gether  by  means  of  the  writhings 
which  laRicd  thein  to  each  (uher,  and 
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ftretchcd  at  their  full  length,  they 
pulled,  but  pulled  in  vain  ;  and  in 
the  moments  of  greatefl  exertions 
that  part  of  their  bodies  which  was 
entwined,  feened  extremely  Imall, 
while  the  reft  appeared  inflated^  and 
now^  ind  then  convulfed  with  itrong 
undulations,  rapidly  ioliowhng  each 
other.  Their  eyes  feemed  on  fire, 
und  ready  to  dart  out  of  their  heads  ; 
at  one  time  the  conrli^ft  feemed  deci¬ 
ded  ;  the  water  in«ike  bent  itlelt  into 
two  great  folds,  and  by  Uat  operation 
rendered  the  ether  more  than  com 
moiiiy  outllretched  ;  the  next  minute 
the  new  druggies  of  the  black  one 
gained  an  unexpected  fuperioriiy  ;  a 
acquired  two  great  folds  likewife, 
which  necelfarily  extended  the  body 
of  its  adverfary  in  proportion  as  it 
had  couiradted  its  own. 

Thefe  efforts  wefe  alternate  ; 
victory  feemed  doubtful,  inclining 
foinetimes  to  the  one  fide  and  fome- 
times  to  the  other  :  until  at  lall  the 
tlalk  to  which  the  black  fnake  fafien- 
ed,  fuddenly  gave  way,  and  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  this  accident  they  both 
plunged  into  the  ditch.  The  water 
did  not  extinguilh  their  vindictive 
rage  ;  for  by  their  agiiations  I  could 
trace,  though  not  didiaguifii  their 
mutual  attacks.  They  foon  re-aj)- 
peared  on  the  fur  face  twilled  toge¬ 
ther,  as  in  their  firfi  onfet ;  but  the 
black  fn^k:  feemed  to  retain  its  won¬ 
ted  fuperiority,  for  its  head  was  ex¬ 
actly  fixed  above  that  of  the  other, 
which  h  inceffintly  prelfed  dowm  un¬ 
der  the  water,  until  it  was  ftifled,  and 
funk.  The  vicfioi*  no  fooner  percei¬ 
ved  its  enemy  incapable  of  farther 
rcfifiance,  than  abandoning  it  to  the 
current,  it  returned  on  fhore  and  dif- 
appeared.” 

The  eleventh  Letter  is  written  by 
a  Ruffian  gentleman,'  relating  a  vifit 
he  paid  to  Mr  John  Bertram,  the  ce- 
jebrated  Pennfylvania  botanifi ;  and 
•the  twelfth  is  an  account,  written  by 
Mv  St  John,  of  the  diftreffes  of  a 


frontier  man.  The  author,  after 
drawing  in  firong  and  affeifling  co¬ 
lours,  the  prefent  calamities  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  makes  a  pathetic  Hj)peal  to  the 
feelings  of  his  Majefly,  w’ho,  if  truly 
informed  of  the  horrors  of  the  civil 
war,  would,  he  thinks,  put  an  imme¬ 
diate  flop  to  its  defirudive  progrtfs. 
Of  the  paternal  tendernefs  of  iiis  MaJ. 
jefty  towards  all  his  fubjedts,  and  of 
his  folicitude  for  their  univerlal  nip- 
piriv-fs,  the  world  is,  we  believe,  fully 
convinced.  Mr  St  John  caiiiKiL  he 
unacquainted  wuth  the  fieps  which 
were  taken  by  his  Majefly,  and  the 
other  branches  of  he  Britifh  leglfla- 
ture,  for  refloring  peace  to  the  colo¬ 
nies.  Happy  for  both  countries  had 
Aiuerica  lifiened  to  the  proffered 
terms  of  accommodation,  which  we 
hope,  however,  will  foon  be  renewed, 
and  will  now  be  embraced  with  equal 
ardour  by  our  American  brethren. 
Nor  can  any  efforts  of  private  indi¬ 
viduals  contribute  more  effedlually  to 
that  end,  than  fdch  Letters  as  the 
prefent,  which  mix  conciliatory  with 
ingenious  obfervation,  and  tend,  by 
the  difplay  of  congenial  fentiments,  to 
abate  the  animofity  of  contefl.  C. 

Belle’/  Stratagem,  a  Co7nedff 
by  Mrs  Cowley,  i /.  6  d.  Cadeli> 
London. 

This  comedy  has  beeo^fo  well 
received  in  the  theatre,  that  it 
will  be  neejlefs  for  us  to  eiuer  into 
any  detail  of  the  fable.  Wc  (hall 
therefore  conUut  ourfHves  with  ma¬ 
king  a  few  obfervaciens  on  the  con¬ 
duct,  character,  and  merit  of  the 
piece. — The  author,  in  the  dedication 
of  her  comedy  to  the  Queen,  fays, 
that  her  purpofe  was  “  to  draw  a 
female  charaiftcr  which,  with  the 
moft  lively  fenfibility,  fine  iinder- 
ftanding,  and  elegant  accomplifli- 
ments,’  Ihould  unite  that  beautiful 
referve  and  delicacy,  which,  while 
they  veil  thofe  charms,  render  them 
ftill  more  interefting.” — ^If  thi^  wjhj 
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the  author's  defign,  we  cannot  help 
thinking  that  (he  purfiied  a  fiiiguLir 
courfe  in  its  accoiriplilhment.  Lcti* 
tia  Hardy  has  a  lively  Icnfihility,  and 
line  uaderftaiiding,  but  we  never  j 
have  an  opportunity  of  difcovering 
her  beautiful  referve.  Sue  at  one  j 
time  alfumes  the  vulgar  pertncis  of  ! 
the  country  hoyden  ;  and  at  another 
the  flippant  volatility  of  the  woman 
of  faihion.  She  declares  that  fne  will 
be  any  thing  or  all  for  the  man  of 
her  heart ;  and  is  ready  to  obtrude 
herfelf  on  the  eye  of  faihion — or  re¬ 
cede  into  the  vale  of  retirement  as 
he  may  incline  or  order,  i.etitia 
Hardy  is  a  moll  beautiful  portrait  of 
the  falhionable  female  charader  in 
the  prefent  day  ;  but  we  think  that 
the  author,  in  htr  defeription,  feems 
rather  to  have  made  an  injudicious 
compliment  to  the  amiable  and  exal¬ 
ted  ptrfonage  to  whom  it  is  add  ref¬ 
led.  The  comedy  of  the  Belle's 
Stratagem  is  a  pi(5lure  of  modern 
manners  ;  and  points  out  the  extra¬ 
vagant  additions  to  foreign  modes, 
whicn  now  polfelfes  tl»e  haut  ton. — 
But  it  is  more  a  comedy  of  manners 
than  of  charadler.  There  arc  no 
ilrong  original  lineaments  w'hich  ex¬ 
hibit  the  reprefentative  t  f  a  fp'ecies  ; 
no  perfon  is  brought  forward  of  ha¬ 
bits  of  thought  and  condud  arifing 
from  the  impulfe  of  qualities  incident 
to  man  in  every  age.  The  whole 
complexion  of  the  piece  is  derived 
from  the  colour  of  the  prefent  fa» 
Ihion,  and  wnth  the  extinv^ion  of  that 
fafhion,  it  mull  confequently  ceafe  to 
be  energetic-  it  is  by  no  cneans  our 
intention  to  find  fault  with  comedies 
of  this  fabric. — In  all  periods  of  our 
theatrical  hiilory  they  have  douriih- 
cd  ;  and  they  are  perhaps  the  beil 
and  molt  durable  types  ol  th :  genius, 
character,  and  manners  of  a  variable 
people.  They  do  not,  however,  hold 
the  fame  rank  with  comedies^  whole 
chara»^lers  are  permanent  as  tlie  na¬ 
ture  from  which  ii\ey  are  drawn,  and 
depend  not  on  the  fluv^uatlon  of 
modes,,  or  the  chanets  oi'  life.  Tiie 


dialogue  is  eafy,  but  feldom  fparkfes 
with  wir,  or  abounds  wnth  humour; 
it  has  the  gaiety  and  fprightlinefs  of 
the  modern  flile,  and  is  happily  fuit- 
ed  to  the  plan  and  fable  of  the  piece- 
The  condinfl  of  the  llory  is  well  ma¬ 
naged. — 'fhere  is  a  very  forcible  in- 
tereli  excited  in  favour  both  of  Lcti- 
tiii  and  Doricourt ;  and  the  progrefs 
.is  even  and  natural.  It  is  neither 
haftily  br«*ktn  by  rapid  trcinfitions, 
nor  rendered  tedious  by  weak  delays. 
The  liifpenle  is  preie.  ved  without 
violence,  and  the  aenouemeat  is' 
natural  and  interelling. 

Anecdotes  of  Author. 

Mrs  Cowley  is  the  daughter  of  Mr 
Parkhoufe,  ot  'I'ivertoii,  in  Devon- 
(hire.  Upon  inquiry,  we  find  that 
this  gentleman  is  defi  cr.ded  in  the 
female  line  from  the  family  of  Mr 
Gay.  He  was  originally  defigncd 
for  the  church  ;  but  on  tiie  death  of 
patrons  or  fome  other  difappoint- 
mciits,  he  commenced  bookfeller  in 
the  place  of  his  nativity.  It  was  in 
this'fituaiion,  probably,  and  from  a 
father  fo  qualified,  that  Mifs  Park¬ 
houfe  had  an  opportunity  of  recei¬ 
ving,  like  her  great  namefake,  as  re* 
corded  by  Mr  Johnfon,  tlic  kernel 
without  the  hulk  ot  learning.  It 
was  not,  however,  till  alter  Jier  mar¬ 
riage  with  Mr  Cow’Icy,  that  Ihe  Ihew- 
ed  the  dilpofitioii  to  turn  authfjr, — 
Pier  pen,  how’tver,  has  been  exceed¬ 
ing  fruitful  fince,  as  well  as  various  ; 
and  in  her  I’everal  prodrtfli(m-  the 
has  mod  happily  united  delicacy 
with  force,  and  facility  with  coirocf- 
nefs  of  itile.  Mrs  Cowley’s  pia-duc- 
tions  are,  Tlie  Maid  of  Arragoii,  a 
poem — VVlio’s  the  Dupe,  a  farce  — 
The  Runaway,  a  coujedy  —  The 
Albina,  a  tragedy  —  I’hc  Peile's 
i)rr.itagem,  a  comedy — The  World 
as  it  Goes,  a  con'.edy — and  l.tiliy,  the 
comedy  of  Which  is  the  ivl  in.  In 
bringing  forward  her  tragedy  of  Al¬ 
bina,  Oie  met  with  conhucr.ibie  difli- 
oiiJiics,  and,  in  lier  preface,  ihs  com- 
p'ains  of  liic  trcHt incut  Ihe  received. 
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HcT  comedy  of  the  World  as  it  Goes 
was  not  I'uccelsful ;  Ihe  withdrew  it, 
and,  with  conliderable  alterations, 
brought  ir  forward  under  the  title  ot 
Second  Thoughts  are  Beft  ;  but  its 
fuccefs  was  ftill  unequal  to  her  for¬ 
mer  pieces,  and  Ihe  judicioully  re¬ 
moved  it  altogether.  It  w^ould  not, 
however,  be  either  juft  or  realbnable 
to  cenlure  her  talents  for  one  failure. 
In  the  warmth  and  fervour  of  a  fe¬ 
male  imagination,  conceptions  may 
be  formed,  and  haftily  executed,  of 
w’hich  judgment  cannot  deliberately 
approve.  Her  only  error  was  in 
futfering  its  appearance. 

Europe  Mag, 

Biographical  Memoirs  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Ged  ;  including  a  particular 
Account  oj  his  Progrefs  in  the  Art 
of  Block-printing.  Svo.  l  /.  Ni- 
cholls,  London. 

The  defign  of  this  publication 
is  to  relcuc  from  oblivion  foine 
autlieniic  documents  of  an  ingenious 
though  unfuccefsful  invention,  and 
fcine  fugitive  memoirs  of  the  inven¬ 
tor  and  his  family. 

The  method  of  block-printing,  firft 
pra(ftifed  by  the  Chinefe  and  Japanefe, 
and  purfued  by  Fauftus,  in  his  firft 
effays  in  the  art  of  printing,  before 
the  more  excellent  method  of  ufing 
feparate  types  had  been  devifed  by 
him  and  Schoeffer,  was  performed 
by  engraving  the  letters  upon  blocks 
of  wood,  containing  a  page  of  the 
work  which  was  to  be  printed.  In 
this  manner  the  Speculum  Morienti- 
iim,  and  other  macuhuures  of  the 
art,  were  executed. 

In  the  year  1725,  Mr  William 
Ged,  a  goldfmith  at  Edinburgh, 
contrived  a  fcheme  of  the  fame  na¬ 
ture,  but  with  a  very  great  improve¬ 
ment,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  print¬ 
ing  of  Bibles,  Common  Prayer-books, 
CJallics,  &c. 

But  inftead  of  an  engraving,  he 
had  the  firft  page  compofed  in  the 
ura4  way.  The  form  was  then  co¬ 


vered  with  fome  fort  ofi  gypfum ; 
which,  after  it  was  hardened,  became 
a  complication  of  matrices,  for  call- 
ing  a  whole  page  in  a  fingle  piece.-* 
By  repeated  experiments  he  became 
fo  expert  in  this  new  contrivance, 
that  he  is  faid  to  have  been  able  to 
make  plates  for  half  a  fheet  in  lefs 
than  two  hours,  without  doing  the 
lead  injury  to  the  types  ;  fo  that  th«^ 
might  be  immediately  ufed  for  the 
compofition  of  another  page.  And 
no  difi'erence,  we  are  told,  could  be 
perceived  betw^een  an  imprellion  from 
his  plates,  and  one  from  the  types. 
New  types,  he  ohferves,  were  much 
better  for  his  purpofe  than  thoft 
which  had  been  ufed  before,  and 
fmeared  wuth  ink. 

With  the  afliftance  of  his  fon, 
James  Ged,  whom  he  bred  a  printer, 
he  completed  plates  for  an  edition  of 
Salluft,  which  was  printed  at  Edin¬ 
burgh  in  1736.  After  various  dif- 
appointments,  lofies,  and  mortifica¬ 
tions,  in  the  puriuit  of  his  projed, 
this  ingenious  man  died  about  the 
year  1750.  His  two  fons,  James 
and  William,  wdio  were  both  prin¬ 
ters,  died  in  Jamaica  ;  the  former  in 
1749,  and  the  latter  in  1767.  A 
daughter  of  his,  we  believe,  .is  ftill 
living. 

Befides  the  eafe  and  expedition, 
with  which  new  impreflions  of  books 
may  be  printed  upon  Mr  Ged’s  plan, 
there  is  aifo  this  advantage  attending 
it,  that  as  each  plate  is  ufed  in  print¬ 
ing  only  a  fingle  page,  the  letters  are 
not  fo  much  worn,  as  they  are  in  the 
common  w’ay,  by  being  repeatedly 
employed  in  a  voluminous  work.— 
The  type  will  therefore  preferve  its 
beauty,  with  the  utmoft  uniformity, 
throughout  the  largeft  impreflions. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  difficulty  ot 
correding  miftakes,  the  expence  ot 
fo  many  plates,  and  the  care  required 
for  keeping  them  without  injury  tor 
future  occafions,  are  objediions, 
which  will  probably  deter  any  ope 
from  attempting  to  revive  this  ingS' 
nious  inveniisii. 
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PARLI AMENT AR  T  HISTOR  r. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS* 
IVednsfday^  May  i. 

HE  Houfe  proceeded  to  ballot 
for  a  Secret  Comnaittee  to  in¬ 
quire  into  the  expenCes  of  the  war. 

The  Lord  Advocate^  as  Chairman  of 
the  Secret  Committee  on  the  affairs 
cf  India,  informed  the  Houfe,  that 
Mr  Whitehiil,  one  of  the  perfons 
againft  whom  they  had  brought  in  a 
bill  of  pains  and  penalties,  had  quitted 
the  kingdom ;  the  Committee  had 
lent  to  his  houfe,  and  a  plate  was 
found  on  the  door  with  the  name 
Lewin.  Mr  Lewin  had  informed  the 
Committee,  that  Mr  Whitehiil,  in 
confequence  of  aja  opinion  from  his 
furgeon,  had  gone  to  the  continent. 
He  faid  that  the  houfe  in  which  he 
(Mr  Lewnn)  then  lived,  had  formerly 
belonged  to  Mr  Whitehiil,  but  that 
he  had  purchafed  it. — Upon  the 
whole,  the  Committee  ordered  him 
to  attend  again,  not  being  fatislied 
with  his  anfwers  ;  to  their  oi  der  they 
had  received  an  anfwer.  that  Mr 
Lewin  had  been  fuddenly  taken  ill 
with  the  gout,  and  begged  that  the 
Committee  would  difpenfe  with  his 
attendance  till  he  (hould  get  better. 
The  next  day,  however,  their  meffen- 
ger  was  informed  by  his  fervant  that 
he  was  out  walking,  inftead  of  being 
laid  up  with  the  gout ;  the  fervant 
alfo  had  been  ordered  to  attend  the 
Committee,  but  had  negleded  :  the 
Committee,  deeming  this  to  be  a  con¬ 
tempt  of  Parliament,  had  direded 
him  to  move,  and  he  moved  accor¬ 
dingly,  That  Mr  Thomas  Lewin,  late 
Secretary  to  the  Council  of  Madras, 
and  Thomas  Gardiner  his  fervant, 
be  taken  into  the  cuftody  of  the  Ser¬ 
jeant  at  Arms.  The  motion  pafTed. 

Thurfdayy  May  2. 

ORDERED  in  a  bill  for  allowing 
the  free  importation  of  tobacco  from 
the  neutral  iflands  in  America  and 
the  Weft  Indies. 

VoL.  LVI. 


Ordered  in  a  bill  for  laying  an  ad# 
ditional  duty  of  8  d.  per  lib.  on  inuff. 

The  Houfe  then  refoived  into  a 
Committee,  Mr  Minchin  in  the  chair. 

M.r  Molyr.eux  rofe,  and  moved  the 
Houfe,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  permit  all  goods  from  the 
iflands  of  St  Chriftopher's,  Montler- 
rat,  or  Nevis,  to  be  imported  in  any 
of  his  Majefty's  dominions  in  Europe 
or  America. — He  faid,  the  capitula¬ 
tion  which  was  figned  011  the  capture 
of  thofe  iflands  gave  liberty  to  the 
inhabitants  to  convey  their  goods, 
for  the  fpacc  of  five  months,  to  any 
of  his  Majefty^s  polTeflions  either  in 
Europe  or  America,  but  that  they 
could  not  benefit  by  this  permltfion, 
as  the  Navigation  Ad  now  ft  od  ; 
and  therefore  it  was  nect  ifary  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  remove  this  impediment. 

Mr  Burke  faid,  he  approved  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  intention,  and  that 
he  thought  the  Navigation  Ad  of  lb 
little  fcrvice  to  this  country,  that  it 
would  be  prudent  and  advifable  to 
take  it  under  confidcraiion. 

The  qneftion  was  agreed  to. 

After  the  Speaker  had  refumed  the 
chair,  a  melTage  was  brought  up  from 
his  Majefty  by  Lord  John  CavendifJjy 
whicii  was  to  this*  purport,  “  That 
his  Majefty  felt,  with  concern,  that  a 
large  debt  had  accrued  on  his  civil 
lift,  and  requefted  that  the  Commons 
would  take  into  their  confideration 
the  fpeedieft  method  of  difeharging 
it,  without  any  additional  burden  on 
•  his  people  ;  for  which  purpofe  he  has 
ordered  now  to  be  laid  before  them 
the  reform  he  Intended  in  his  civil 
lift,  which  he  dcflred  they  would  ren¬ 
der  as  perfeifl  as  pofTible." 

As  loon  as  the  mefage  was  read. 

Lord  John  Cavendijh  rofe.  He  laid, 
the  w’ords  we  had  jull  heard  were  the 
fpontaneous  tfFuflons  of  the  R''yal 
breaft  ;  fo  that  thofe  gentlemen  who 
on  a  former  occafion  thought  the  in¬ 
terfere;. ces  of  Parliament  in  regard 
to  the  civil  lift  improper,  and  an  in- 
friugeinent  of  the  prerogative,  could 
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not  now  have  any*  oHjeftion  to  it,  as 
his  Majedy  hiTifelt  had  gracioufly 
dellrcd  ir.  He  faid,  the  humanity, 
th."  alieitior:,  the  rci^ard,  his  Majefty 
fh:wcd  10  itie  ditlreircs  ot  his  fubje(fls, 
.demanded  the  greateft  commenda¬ 
tions,  and  the  lincercd  return  of 
-thanks.  He  faid,  the  favings  which 
.would  annually  afife  from  this  re- 
torvn  would  be  about  60,003!.  or 
70,000 1. ;  which  lum  would  be  ap 
plied  to  the  dilcharge  of  the  debt 
owing  on  the  civil  li^t ;  fo  that  the 
nation  could  be  ac  no  expence  on  that 
account.  H^  truftei  the  Hoiile 
,  would  follow  the  ceconomic  plan  laid 
dowm  by  his  Royal  Mafter  ;  and  as 
the  money  granted  for  this  year  was 
tw’cncy  millions,  they  would  lelFen  the 
profule  expenditure  of  it  as  much  as 
they  poflTibly  could.  He  then  moved, 
“  Thar  the  thanks  of  the  Hoiife  be 
returned  to  his  Majefty  for  his  moft 
gracious  meftage,  alluring  him,  that 
-  his  iaithfui  Commons  wmuld  take  in 
10  their  confideration  his  Majefty ’s 
dtfire,  relative  to  the  debt  on  the  ci- 
.  vil  lift  ;  and  that  they  would  alfo  give 
every  ftabilliy  and  firmnefs  in  their 
pow'er  to  the  reform  which  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  had  condefeended  to  acquaint 
them  with.” 

Air  Montague  feconded  the  addrefs, 
which  was  unanimoully  agreed  to. 

Alonday^  May\  3. 

THE  bill  for  reftraining  Sir  Tho¬ 
mas  Rumbold,  Bart,  and  Mr  Perrin 
from  quitting  the  kingdom  was  com¬ 
mitted. 

The  Lord  Advocate  faid,  that  the 
framers  of  the  bill  had  adhered,  as 
clofely  as  poftible,  to  that  which  had 
been  brought  in  for  locking  np  the 
eftates  of  the  perfons  concerned  in  the 
S(»uch  Sea  Company  fcheine  ;  biit  as 
there  was  fome  dilference  between  the 
fiefeiic  cafe  and  that  of  the  people 
concerned  in  the  South  Sea  Compa- 
.3iy,  lb  he  found  himlelf  obliged  to 
propofe  a  claiu'e,  which  that  duTeVence 
‘rendered  abfolu tel y  necclTary.  In  the 
one  cai'e,  the  property  of  the  perfons 
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who  were  the  obje(5ls  of  the  bill  was 
all  in  England  In  the  prefent  cafe 
a  part  of  it  was  very  likely  in  India  • 
in  order,  therefore,  to  difeover  it,  he 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  claufe, 
which  fhould  compel  the  parties  to  de¬ 
liver  in  upon  oath  an  account  of  thei? 
property  to  the  Chief  Baron  of  the 
Exchequer  ;  and  alfo  to  authorife  the 
Mayor’s  Court  at  Calcutta  to  examine 
people  upon  oath  as  to  the  property 
of  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold,  &c.  and,  aj 
a  reward  to  thofe  who  fhould  difeover 
any  concealed  property  belonging  to 
the  parlies  aforefaid,  to  ‘allow  them 
9 1.  per  cent,  on  all  fuch  concealed 
fums  as  they  fhould  difeover.  Leave 
having  been  given  to  bring  up  the 
claufe,  and  Sir  George  Howard  hav¬ 
ing  read  it. 

Sir  7,  Rujnhold  obje(ffed  to  the 
claufe,  as  it  would  fubjedf  him  to  ve¬ 
ry  great  hardfliips.  The  bill  then  in 
the  Committee  might  well  be  called 
a  punilhment,  as  it  went  to  lock  up 
all  his  property,  and  prevent  him 
from  alienating  any  part  of  it,  if  he 
fhould  Hand  in  Heed  of  it ;  it  went  al¬ 
fo  to  compel  him  to  give  an  account 
upon  oath  of  alt  he  was  worth  in  the 
world.  This  furely  was  a  punifli- 
ment ;  and  yet  he  had  not  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  make  any  defence  to  avert 
it :  this  might  be  called  juftice  ;  but 
he  could  not  call  that  juftice  which  in- 
Aided  punilhment  on  a  man  who  had 
not  been  heard  in  his  defence.  He 
therefore  laid  his  claitn  to  a  hearing, 
and  faid  he  would  prefent  a  petition, 
praying  to  be  heard  by  his  cohnfel  a- 
gainft  the  bill.  There  was  another 
thing,  on  which  he  thought,  it  necef- 
fary  to  fay  a  few  words  :  he  under- 
llood  that  it  was  induftriouAy  report¬ 
ed  abroad,  that  a  great  part  of  his 
property  lay  in  foreign  funds  ;  now 
he  moft  folemnly  declared  to  the 
Houfe,  that  he  had*  not  in  Europe 
fixpenny  worth  of  property  that  was 
not  in  Great  Britain  ;  nor  had  he  any* 
property  ihiChina,  as  fome  imagined ; 
there  was  fome  in  India,  but  when 
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iit  ihoiild  give  In  his  accotint  upon 
oath,  the  Houie  would  find  that  his 
wealth  had  been  greatly  exaggerated. 
As  therefore  the  whole  of  his  proper¬ 
ty  lay  within  the  dominions' of  Great 
Britain,  there  could ‘be  no  occafion 
for  impofing  upon  him  conditions 
which  would  fubjed  him  to  perpe 
tual  imprifonment  :  he  was  to  be 
bound  in  100,000  I.  not  to  leave  the 
k-ingdom,  and  to  find  two  fiireties  for 
the  fiime  end  in  50,000  1.  each.  As 
to  the  fum  in  which  he  was  to  be 
bound  himfelf,  he  had  no  objeftions 
to  it  ;  he  did  not  care  If  it  was  great¬ 
er  ;  but  as  prejudices  liad  been  raifed 
againlt  him,'  he  was  fure  he  could  not 
find  two  perfons  who  would  be  bound 
for  him  in  50,000!.  each;  becaiife 
his  property  being  in  fo  very  preca¬ 
rious  a  fituation  as  it  was  at  prefent, 
he  could  nOt  have  i>:  in  his  power  to 
indemnify  them  :  and  indeed,  when 
he  confidered  that  the  Houfe  knew 
he  was  poirelfed  of  a  very  confidcr- 
able  real  edate  in  the  kingdom,  which, 
were  he  fo  inclined,  he  could  not  at 
prefent  alienate,  he  could  not  but 
think  he  was  liardly  deaL  by,  as  it 
could  not  be  fuppofed  'hat  he  would 
renounce  his  property  and  his  coun¬ 
try,  when  he  had  no  reafon  to  think 
that  if  ever  he  fhoulJ  be  found  guilty 
of  the  charges  brought  againlt  him, 
the  pecuniary  punifiiment  that  might 
be  laid  upon  him  would  come  up  to 
any  thing  near  the  value  ol  the  el- 
tates  he  had  in  England-  A  rumour 
had  been  indeed  fpread,that  he  would 
not  abide  the  decifion  of  the  law;  but 
the  reafons  he  had  juft  given  would 
be  a  fufficient  anfwer  to  fuch  a  re¬ 
port.  He  concluded,  by  urging  his 
claim  to  be  heard  by  his  counfcl  a- 
gainft  the  bill. 

T/jf  Lord  Advocate  faid,  he  was 
forry  he  mull  oppofe  this  claim.  If 
the  hon.  Member  had  a  right  to  be 
heard  now,  all  the  preceding  fteps 
had  been  wrong  ;  if  they  were  right, 
it  was  not  yet  time  for  him  to  be 
heard  ;  that  time  would  come  when 


the  bill  of  pains  and  penalties  fiiould 
be  read  the  fecond  time.  As  to.  the 
report  that  the  hon.  Baronet  intend¬ 
ed  to  fly  from  juftice,  he  really  did 
not  believe  it.  With  regard  to  the 
twofureties  in  50,000!.  each,  he  had* 
no  objqdtion  to  make  an  alteration  on* 
that  head,  ani  to  look  only  fi  r  five 
fureties  in  10,000 1.  each;  he  knew 
that  the  hon.  Member  had  fuch  rtla- 
tion's  and  connedrons,  that  he  could- 
not  be  at  a  lofs  for  fuch  fureties  ;  the- 
fccurity  looked  for  was  not  that  the 
money  Ihould  be  paid,  but  that  tho 
hon.  Baronet  would  not  fly  from  juf¬ 
tice.  It  was  a  point  of  honuiir  on 
one  fide,  and  of  confidence  on  tin*.' 
other  and  thofe  who  could  put  con¬ 
fidence  in  hl-i  honruir,  could  nave  no 
ohjefiion  to  become  bound  for  his 
appearance.  As  to  healing  hi;,  de¬ 
fence  in  the  prefeat  ftage,  it  wouiti  be 
contrary  to  the  precedent  ia  the  8f>u»h 
Sea  cafe,  which  the  framers  uf  tiic 
prefent  bill  had  ftricll/  copied. 

Sir  Themas  Rti?.>:t:ld  maintained, 
that  the  cafes  were  by  no  means  pa¬ 
rallel  ;  as  in  the  one  liio  pcrlous  con¬ 
cerned-  had,  in  their  petition  to  die 
Houfe  ot  J-ords,. acknowledged  their 
guilt;  whereas  he,  on  the  contrarv, 
flood  upon  his  defence,  and  i.'ainraiii- 
cd  his  innocence.  He  w.is  for.-y  die 
Houfe  did  not  feem  incliiievl .  to  rc 
main  latlsned  with  his  own  pcrfonal 
fccurity,  as  lie  really  did  not  know, 
in  his  prefent  fituation,  how  tf*  alk 
any  friend  to  be  bound  tor  id 'in  — 
However,  come  wiiat  would,  he  dc'l- 
red  it  might  be  undtvitood  that  he 
protelled  agaiiift  the  bill,  and  plead¬ 
ed  not  guilty.  The  Committee  riien 
went  through  ihe  billj  to  be  rcporied 
on  Monday. 

Mr  Alderman  Wilkes  next  rofc,  and 
after  a  Ihort  preface,  made  his  annual 
motion  for  expunging  tjic  rcfolirjon 
of  the  15th  of  February  i  7*^)9,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  Middlefex  eltdlion. 

Mr  Byng  rofe,  and  fecond ed  the 
motion. 

Mr  Fox  oppofed  it  ;  but  fa^  it  was 
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not  from  any  falfe  pride,  or  fear  of 
being  thought  inconfiltent ;  he  had 
iiirncd  the  queftion  often  in  his  mind, 
and  he  wa^  ftill  convinced  that  the 
refolution  which  gentlemen  wanted 
to  expunge  was  iounded  on  proper 
principles.  It  was  for  the  good  of 
the  people  of  England  that  the  Houfe 
Ihould  have  a  power  of  expelling  any 
man  whom  the  people  ot  England 
thought  unvwrthy  to  lit  among  them. 
He  fuppofed  lome  cafes  in  which  the 
public  utility  of  it  \vould  be  felt  and 
acLnowdedged.  If  the  bill  for  exclu¬ 
ding-  contractors  from  feats  in  that 
Houfe  had  been  rejeCied  in  the  other, 
and  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
Ihould  come  to  a  refolution  of  their 
own,  that  no  perfon  holding  a  con¬ 
tract  ftiould  fit  amongft  them,  the  pre- 
fent  contractors  lofing  their  feats, 
might  be  re-eleCted,  and  then,  if  not 
prevented  by  this  inherent  privilege 
of  the  Houfe  to  expel,  the  very  men 
whom  the  Hpufe  fhould  have  prohi¬ 
bited  to  fit  among  them,  might  be  re¬ 
turned  again.  How^ever,  though  he 
oppofed  the  motion,  he  felt  very  little 
anxiety  for  the  event  of  the  quelfion  ; 
for  when  he  found  the  voice  of  the 
people  was  againll  the  privilege,  as 
he  found  was  the  cafe  at  prefent,  he 
would  not  preferve  the  privilege,  to 
make  ufc  of  it  againft  tlie  people, 
which  was  originally  intended  for  the 
prefervation  of  their  liberties.  More¬ 
over,  he  did  not  think  it  of  great  con- 
fequence  to  retain  the  privilege,  when 
the  power  to  enforce  it  was  gone  ; 
for  gentlemen  might  remember,  that 
when  turn  members  of  that  Houfe 
had,  as  raagiftrates  of  the  city  of 
Eondon,  grofsly  violated  the  privi¬ 
lege,  the  natural  punilhment  ought 
to  have  been  expiilfion ;  but  the  Houfe 
was  afraid  to  proceed  to  that  length  ; 
the  public  no  longer  acknowledged 
the  privilege ;  they  had  aHociated, 
they  had  declared  their  fentiments  to 
parliament ;  and  had  taught  parlia¬ 
ment  to  liften  to  the  voice  of  their 
<pOnftitueuts.  Tire  mere  expunging 


[  of  the  refolution,  however,  would  not 

!'  be  of  any  great  nfe  ;  the  doClrine 
w'ould  remain  juft  as  befare,  iinlefs  a 
bill  rnould  be  brought  in,  which 
!  Ihould  put  the  ii-auer  beyond  all  dif- 
I  pute. 

IT^he  Lord  Advocate  oppofed  the  mo¬ 
tion  alfo ;  but  he  Ipoke  principally  to 
Mr  Fox’s  idea  of  excluding  any  one 
from  a  feat  in  that  Houfe  by  a  mere 
refolution  of  the  Houfe,  and  without 
the  concurrence  of  the  other  branches 
of  the  legiflature.  Such  a  refolution 
wmuld  be  contrary  to  all  law,  and  to 
j  the  very  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  ac- 
!  cording  to  w’hich  no  one  right  or 
franchife  of  an  individual  was  to  he 
taken  from  him  but  by  law.  He  ani¬ 
madverted  alio  on  the  doCIrine  of  alfo- 
ciations,  which  he  condemned  as 
dangerous  to  the  laft  degree  ;  if  lo  (  •* 
12  gentlemen  fliould  alTociate,  fo 
might  10,00c  ;  and  God  only  knows 
w'hered^ich  airociations  once  formed 
would  end;  that  Houie  had  feen  an 
aifociation  of  20,000  men,  with  blue 
cockades,  and  their  exceftes  w'ere  hut 
too  well  remembered.  In  a  word 
from  Inch  meetings  would  arife  con- 
fufion ;  and  Irora  confufion  w'ould 
fprlng  up,  not  liberty,  but  the  rankeil 
tyranny  and  defpoiifm. 

The  Houfe  at  laft  divided,  when 
there  appeared, 

For  expunging  115 

Againft  it  47 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Ge¬ 
neral  Smith,  for  an  addrefs  to  the 
King  to  recal  Sir  Elijah  Impey. — Mr 
Hempfter  moved  the  previous  quef¬ 
tion  \  but  this  did  not  avail,  for  on  a 
djviiion  there  appeared, 

For  thf  recal  51 

Againft  it  5 

Mondc^y  May  6. 

Petition  froifi  Sip^  T.  R^T^7BOLD. 
Mr  Dempjier  prefented  a  petition 
from  Sir  Thpmas  Rumbold,  prayi 
to  be  heard  by  his  counfel  againft  the 
bill  for  reftraining  him  from  alienating 
his  property,  &c.  and  containing  va¬ 
rious  reafons  to  induce  the  Houfe  ip 
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grant  his  prayer.  The  petition  having 
been  brought  up  and  read,  Mr  Demp- 
her  faid  that  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  comply  with  the  rcqueft  which  had 
been  made  to  him  to  introduce  the  peti¬ 
tion;  and  he  would  alfo  ntove,  that 
the  prayer  of  it  be  granted  ;  but  fo 
little  was  he  informed  of  the  mode  of 
proceedings  in  fuch  cafes,  that  he 
did  not  know  whether  he  Ihould  not 
vote  againll  his  own  motion  :  how¬ 
ever,  in  this  he  would  be  deternriined 
by  what  he  fhould  hear  from  other 
gentlemen  better  acquainted  than  he 
was  with  parliamentary  forms.  He 
then  moved,  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  be  granted. 

Captain  Rumbohi  begged  to  be  heard 
for  a  few  minutes  on  a  fubjccl  which 
fo  nearly  concerned  him.  He  con¬ 
ceived  that  the  bill  fnr  tying  up  the 
eftate  of  his  (father)  honourable  re¬ 
lation,  ought,  with  a  great  deal  of 
propriety,  to  be  confidered  as  a 
punifliment  i  now,  in  his  opinion,  to 
be  punilhed  without  convidion,  ii  iy, 
without  a  trial,  was  contrary  to  the 
immutable  and  eternal  laws  ofjiillicc, 
which  ordained  that  trial  flraibpre-  j 
cede  punifhment,  and  that  no  man 
fhall  be  condemned  unheard.  His 
honourable  relation  claimed  nothing 
more  from  the  Houfe  than  that  ne 
Ihould  be  heard;  and  he  conceived 
that,  as  tiiis  claim  vs^as  founded  in 
jufticc  and  erjuity,  it  would  he  ;i 
violation  of  both  to  rejed  it.  There 
was  in  the  bill,  againll  which  his 
honourable  relation  pleaded  to  be 
heard,  a  claiire  which  carried  with  it 
a  peculiar  hardfhip ;  for  it  locked  up 
his  honourable  relation’s  property  for 
tw’clve  months  drom  the  palling  of 
the  hill,  udmI  the*  end  of  the  next 
.felTions  of  Parliament.  Now,  though 
the  bill  of  pains  and  penalties  flmuld 
never  be  prefented,  or  having  been 
prefented  in  that  or  tiie  other  Houfe 
of  Parliament ;  nay,  though  his  hon. 
relation  Ihould  be  able  (and  he  made 
no  doubt  but  he  ftiould)  to  make  his 
'innocence  appear  clearly  to  the 


Houfe,  Hill  this  clanfe  in  the  rellraiii- 
ing  bill  would  keep  the  property 
locked  up  long  after  the  end  'for 
which  it  was  to  be  enaded  fhoidd  have 
been  anfw’ered.  This  bill  was  only 
to  compel  his  honourable  relation  ta 
abide  the  decifion  of  0e  law  ;  and  if 
he  Ihould  do  that,  the  objed  of  the 
reftraining  bill  w^as  completely  at¬ 
tained  ;  but  if  he  (hould  be  acquitted 
of  the  charges  brought  againll  him, 
the  reilraining  bill  v^ould  flill  remain 
in  full  force  to  the  end  of  the  felCtin 
of  Parliament  next  eufuing,  after  the 
expiration  of  twelve  months  from  the 
palling  of  the  bill.  This  he  conceived 
to  be  hardlhip  wdilch  neither  law, 
juHice,  or  equity  could,  in  his  opi¬ 
nion,  jullify  ;  There  certainly  Ihould 
he  in  the  bill  a  claufe  which  iiiculd 
annul  It  as  foon  as  its  end  tliould  have 
been  anfwered.  Upon  the  whole,  he 
hoped  the  Houfe  would  fee  that  the 
prayer  of  his  honourable  relation  w’;is 
fuch  as  could  not  he  rejeded,  without 
a  breach  of  the  immutable  laws  cf 
j  reafon  and  juttice. 

!  The  Lord  /Idvocaf:  oppofed  the  mo¬ 
tion.  The  retraining  bill  he  con- 
reived  to  be  abfolutely  neceli'ary,  as 
without  it  the  bill  of  pains  and  penal- 

Ities  wmuld  be  rendered  ufelefs  and  ab- 
fiird;aiid  the  w'hole  proceedings  w’uuid 
be  elnfory.  The  petition  ilated,  that 
!  the  bill  would  prevent  the  petitioner 
i  from  making  fettlements  upon  Ibmc 
of  his  ciilldren,  who  were  to  he  lliort- 
ly  married.  On  this  head  he  certain¬ 
ly  would  go  as  far  as  any  man  to 
make  the  hon.  Baronet,  as  eafy.as 
polfible;  and  he  would  not  oppofc 
any  propofition  on  that  fubjefl  whicii 
Ihould  not  be  incompatible  w’ith  me 
ends  of  public  jullice. 

Mr  Jenkinjon  alfo  oppofed  the  mo- 
tion.  Pie  admitted,  that  the  hard- 
Ihips  faid  to  be  likely  to  arife  from  the 
bill  were  not  ideal ;  but  no  procefs  in 
anv  court  of  juflice  in  criminal,  and 
indeed  in  moll  civil  proceedings,, 
dbuld  be  executed  wiihout  fubjeding 
the  parties  to  LarJlhlps.  The  rc«* 
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llraining  bill  was  in  nature  of  a 
warrant,  which  compelled  a  man  to 
give  bail  to  abide  his  trial ;  (his  was 
undoubtedly  a  hardlhip ;  but  without 
fuch  hardlhips  the  endof  juftice  mull, 
in  general,  be  defeated. 

Sir  Thomas  Rumbold  faid,  he  would 
not  give  a  vote  on  the  prefenc  quef- 
tion,  and  he  feared  it  might  be  inde¬ 
licate  for  him  even  to  l]^eak  to  it : 
(but  being  encouraged  by  the  Houfe, 
lie  proceeded.)  He  urged  limilar  ar¬ 
guments  to  thofe  ufed  by  his  fon ;  and 
Turciier  pbierved,  that  the  claule  which  j 
emoowered  the  Servants  of  the  India  i 
Company  abroad  to  examine  perfons 
upon  oath,  relative  to  the  property 
he  might  have  there,  impofed  upon 
him  a  hardlhip  of  a  peculiar  nature ; 
for  at  the  very  time  when  the  Com¬ 
pany  were  fuing  him  in  the  courts 
below,  this  claufe  would  be  ufed  in 
their  aid,  and  be  employed  as  an  en¬ 
gine  againft  him  to  extort  evidence 
lor  the  Company  j  nay,  as  he  was  to 
be  examined  upon  oath  himfelf  as  to 
the  Hate  of  his  property,  he  thought 
it  would  be  contrary  to  the  rules  of 
juftice  that  he  Ihoiild  be  compelled  to 
Hand  in  a  fituation  in  which  he  might 
criminate  himfelf.  If  the  reftraining 
bill  was  merely  to  make  him  abide 
the  decifion  of  the  law,  he  would 
pledge  his  honour  he  would  (lake  any 
part  of  the  real  eftate  he  poifeifed  in 
the  kingdom,  that  he  would  not 
from  juftice.  If  the  reftraining  bill 
was  brought  in  merely  in  aid  of  the 
bill  of  pains  and  penalties,  he  could 
fee  no  reafon  whatfoever  that  the  for¬ 
mer  fliould  outlive  the  latter ;  he 
Wanted  to  fee  the  one  expue,  when 
,the  other  fhould  have  been  difpofed 
.pf :  thus,  if  the  bill  of  pains  and 
penalties  ftiould  be  rejected  in  either 
Houfe  of  Parliament,  he  would  have 
the  reftraining  bill,  in  fuch  cafe,  de- 
t'ermine;  but  as  it  flood  at  prefent, 
without  any  conditional  annulling 
claufe,  it  muft  laft  twelve  months  in 
full  force,  and  alfo  until  the  end  of 
^he  then  next  felTion  of  Parliament ; 
Xo  that,  though  the  bill  of  pains  and 


I  penalties  fliould  mifearry,  and  his  in^ 
nocence  be  eftHblilhed,  his  property, 
contrary  to  every  eftablithed  rule  of 
law,  muft  be  locked  up  during  all 
that  period.  This  was  a  hardftiip 
from  which  he  hoped  the  juftice  and 
humanity  of  the  Houfe  would  relieve 
him. 

It  was  at  length  agreed,  that  the 
reftraining  bill  fliould  be  recommitted; 
and  that  then  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  Ihould  be.  granted,  and  couu- 
lei  heard  in  the  Committee. 

Monday,  May  6. 

The  Houfe  reftilved  itfelf  into  a 
Committee,  Mr  Burke  in  the  chair, 
to  take  into  confideration  his  Majelly’s 
melfage,  on  the  fubje(fl  of  the  re¬ 
trenchment  in  his  Maiefty’s  houie- 
hold. 

Lord  John  Cavendijh  faid,  the  re-' 
form  to  be  made  was  fuch  as  would 
not  affe^l  the  dignity  of  fplendor  cf 
the  Crown,  which  ought  by  no  means 
to  be  dirainilhed  ;  it  was  merely  the 
abolition  of  oflices  that  were  partly 
(iaecures  ;  fuch  of  them  as  required 
attendance  were  to  be  transferred  to 
other  departments.  This  was  but  a 
fuiall  (hare  of  that  general  reforma¬ 
tion  which  v/ould  take  place  in  vari¬ 
ous  branches.  He  then  moved,  that 
it  be  «an  inlln^ftion  to  the  chairman 
to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  paying  off  the  arrear  due  on  his 
Majefty^s  Civil  Lift,  and  preventing  the 
like  in  future,  and  lor  perfeiftlng  the 
plan  of  reform  propofed  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Hujfey  fpoke  to  the  fame  effedl, 
but  Mr  Stanhope  expreffed  his  difap- 
pointment  at  finding  that  the  favings 
in  the  houfehold,  which  he  thought 
were  to  have  gone  in  aid  of  the  taxes, 
were  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  a 
debt  on  theCi  vil  lift ;  a  debt  which  he  did 
not,  and  could  not  underftand,  after 
the  addition  of  ioo,oooI.  per  annum 
had  been  made  to  the  Civil  Lift.  He 
thought  an  enquiry  ought  to  be  infti- 
cuted  to  difeover  by  what  means  a 
debt  of  300,000 1.  could  have  been 
contraifted. 

Mr  Aubrey  launched  forth  into  a 


panegyrick  on  the  new  Adminiftra- 
tion  ;  but  deprecated  the  enquiries 
they  feemed  to  have  in  contempl  itioa 
refpedling  the  coudiuft  of  the  late  Ad- 
mini  ftration,  as  dellrutfiivc  of  unani¬ 
mity. 

Mr  Fox  held  the  enquiries  to  be 
abfolutely  neced'ary  ;  and  would  not 
i’or  the  fake  of  unanimity  in  that  Houle 
lend  himfelf  to  fcrcen  any  man  or  any 
let  of  men  from  julticc.  An  unani¬ 
mity  in  that  Iloufe  might  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  difcontcnts  through  the  king¬ 
dom. — Unanimity  had  reigned  tri¬ 
umphant  within  the  walls  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom 
(whofe  affairs  helliould  lay  before  the 
Houfe),  but  it  was  in  oppofition  to 
the  declared  voice  of  the  people  at 
large,  who  had  at  lail  taught  their  re- 
prefentauves  to  think  better  of  the 
inrtrudions  of  their  conllituenis  ;  and 
at  lall  made  them  vote  unaninioufly 
for  thofe  very  lueafures  which  they 
had  been  unanimous  in  condemning. 
'I’his  was  a  good  ielani  to  Minillers  ; 
and  he  was  refolved  lo  procure,  if 
poiFible,  unanimity  w^ithout  doors, 
though  it  Ihould  be  at  the  hazard  of 
creating  oppofition  within.  For  tho* 
he  was  not  of  a  very  timorous  nature, 
he  profeifed  hlmfelf  to  be  thoroughfy 
afraid  to  propofe  meafiires  which  muft 
in  their  nature  be  unpopular,  without 
Ihowing  to  the  people  that  they  were 
become  needfary  by  the  milcondiid 
of  his  predecelfors.  An  enquiry 
into  the  finances  of  the  country,  as 
the  molf  iiuponant,  was  already  on 
foot;  he  very  much  wilheJ  for  ano¬ 
ther  into  the  (late  of  the  navy,  which 
he  had  found  deplorable  beyond  con¬ 
ception.  As  to  the  Hate  of  foreign 
alliances.  It  required  no  enquiry.  if 
a  Committee  il.ould  fit  upon  that  bu- 
liuefs,  the  report  muit  be — -ie  have 
NONE. — Ho  then  fpoke  of  the  oiher 
matters,  and  the  retrenchment  which 
was  foon  to  follow  thofe  propofed  by 
th."  ..King. 

The  qiiedion  being  then  put  on 
Lord  John  Cavendilh’s  motion,  it  was 
carried  without  a  divifion  ;  after 


which  Mr  Burke  moved  the  Houfe 
tor  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  which  w^as 
granted  of  courlc. 

The  Houfe  having  then  refolved 
Mtfelt  into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  the 
Secretary  at  War  moved,  that  the* 
turn  ot  5830 1.  be  granted  for  the  re¬ 
pairs,  &:c.  of  roads  and  bridges  in 
Scotland,  'i'his  being  oppofed  by  Sir 
Charles  Turner,  on  a  divilion  there 

appeared, - For  the  motion  82, 

Againlt  it  10. 

,  TuefJayy  May  7. 

Mr  W ,  PITT  made  his  promifed 
motion  on  the  alteration  in  tlie  repre- 
fentation  of  tlie  H  vufe  of  Commons. 
After  an  apology  ior  having  under¬ 
taken  iV)  very  weighty  a  matter,  and 
while  fo  many  other  Members,  who 
fiirpaiu'd  him  in  abilities  no  lefs  than 
In  years,  reinasned  filcnt,  he  opened 
the  bufiutb.  Many  Members  of  that 
Houfe,  wlio  were  returned  for 
borojiighs,  he  obferved,  might  in  a 
great  meafure  be  faid  to  have  no  con- 
ilitiieias ;  ior  of  the  boroughs  that 
reiui  ned  Members  lo  Parliament, 

I  many  had  very  few — fome  none  at  ail; 
there  being  boroughs  which  exiltcd 
only  in  naine^  and  the  very  traces  of 
which  were  now’  hardly  to  be  loiirid. 
There  were  ether  boroughs,  in  wliicii 
the  number  ci  tlcdi'rs  was  fo  fuiali, 
that  they  could  be  bought  vvIlIi  cafe  \ 
and  lie  believed  he  was  warranted  in 
faying,  that  of  fucli  boroughs  there 
w'erc  not  a  few  that  feemed  to  be  ra¬ 
ther  part.s  of  the  kingdom  of  Bengal 
than  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  if  boroughs 
could  be  purchaled  by  an  Aliatic 
Prince,  he  faw  nothing  which,  accord  • 
ing  lO  the  prefeiit  ftaic  of  boroughs, 
could  prevent  an  European  Prii.ee, 
at  war  with  us,  from  returning  mem¬ 
bers  10  our  Parliament  to  reprefent 
hlmfelf. — He  had  heard  of  three  fe- 
veral  plans,  to  which  many  gentle¬ 
men  were  feverallv  attached  tor  re- 
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formirg  thele  abufes,  and  rendering 
Parliament — what  it  could  fcarcely  be 
called  at  prefent — a  true  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  people: — Cue  of  tliefe 
was  tutallv  to  aboliih  the  nominal  and 

0  , 


venal  boroughs;  another,  to  extend 
the  right  of  voting  to  a  greater  num¬ 
ber  ot  perfons ;  and  the  third,  to  fend 
the  reprefentatives  more  frequently  to 
their  conftituents ;  each  ofthele  plans 
had  its  advocates :  for  his  own  part, 
he  would  not  at  prefent  fay  to  which 
he  was  moft  inclined ;  but  he  was 
clearly  of  opinion,  that,  at  all  events, 
fome  reformation  on  this  head  was 
abfolutely  necelTary;  he  felt  himfelf 
fupported  in  his  opinion  by  an  autho¬ 
rity  which  he  knew  that  houfe  would 
refpe(^f»  though  it  might  not  be  deli¬ 
cate  perhaps  in  him  to  mention  the 
name  (his  father,  the  late  Earl  of 
Chatham.)  As  reformation,  there¬ 
fore,  appeared  neceflary,  fo  be  thought 
this  the  moment  to  attempt  it,  when 
we  had  a  Miniftry  which  at  once  en¬ 
joyed  the  confidence  of  the  Prince 
and  the  people,  and  who  were  dif- 
pofed  to  meet  the  wilhes  of  the  public. 
He  concluded  by  moving,  That 
the  Houfe  would  to-merrow  proceed 
to  ballot  for  a  ftledl  Committee,  to 
enquire  into  the  prefent  S  ate  of  the 
Reprefeiuation  of  the  Commons  in 
Parliament,  and  report  their  opinion 
to  the  Houfe.** 

Mr  Powys  was  againft  the  motion, 
on  the  ground  of  its  not  being  fo  ma¬ 
terially  necelTary  at  this  particular 
period;  for  fuppofing  that  it  Ihould 
be  carried,  it  w'ould  neither  add  a 
guinea  to  our  finances,  nor  In  any 
rcfpedl  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  Go¬ 
vernment. 

Mr  Fox  entered  into  a  very  exten- 
five  defence  of  the  motion,  as  truly 
confiitutional,  and  fucb  as  tlie  people 
expeded  from  Parliament.  He  went 
fo  far  back  as  the  reign  of  Henry  VT. 
to  prove  the  former  part  of  this  afler- 
t  on,  and  foiio>ved  it  up  with  many 
other  hiflorical  references  to  the  fame 
purpofe.  After  dwelling  upon  thefe 
points  with  his  ufual  energy,  he  beg¬ 
ged  the  Houfe  would  confider  the 
great  degree  of  inequality  there  was 
between  the  number  of  the  electors  in 
fome  places,  and  thofe  of  their  repre¬ 
sentatives  ;  he  particularly  adverted 


to  the  city  cf  London,  a  capital  that 
was  equal  to  one  eighth  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  England,  and  paid  above  one 
third  of  the  taxes  ;  and  yet  that  citv 
fent  but  tour  Members  to  reprefenc 
her,  abounding  [as  (he  did  v/Iih  fo 
many  inliabitants  of  fuch  refpeflahi- 
lity  in  the  empire,  whether  it  refpe^Jl- 
ed  either  her  numbers,  or  their  pro¬ 
perty. 

The  Lord  Advocate  fpoke  againft 
the  motion,  as  no  way  important  to 
the  real  interefts  of  the  conftitution, 
but  was  nearly  a  matter  of  as  much 
fpeculation  and  uncertainty  as  thole 
different  charadfers  that  men  give  of 
a  miftrefs.  Some  faying  that  Ihe  w’as 
handfome,  others  faying  Ihe  was  ug¬ 
ly.  Some  that  fhe  had  this  particu¬ 
lar  failing,  and  others  that  Ihe  was 
all  perfedtion.  He  likewife  faid,  if 
there  was  more  argument  in  favour 
of  the  motion  than  what  he  had  da¬ 
ted,  this  was  not  the  time  to  enforce 
it  ;  other  matters  of  greater  confe- 
quence  ihould  firft  be  attended  to ; 
and  wdillft  Minifters  looked  lo  thefe 
they  fliouid  have  his  firm  and  hearty 
fupport;  but  if  they  ftepped  afide 
from  the  great  line  of  their  duty  to 
look  after  extraneous  and  fpeculative 
opinions,  they  fliould  have  hi^  oppo- 
fition. 

I  Mr  JV,  Pitt  clofed  the  debate,  by 
taking  a  review  of  the  principal  ar¬ 
guments  urged  againft  his  motion, 
with  an  accuracy  and  depth  of  judg¬ 
ment  which  could  only  be  equalled 
by  his  oratory.  He  faid,  without  af- 
fuming  any  kind  of  confequence  to 
himfelf  (which  upon  all  occafions  he 
would  be  the  laft  man  to  do),  every 
thing  which  had  been  urged  againil 
the  motion  only  led  him  the  more  to 
be  confirmed  in  it.  He  defended  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  people  in 
a  mafterly  manner.  He  faid,  the 
voice  of  the  people  ought  to  be  heard, 
and  found  in  that  alfembly,  and  he 
W’as  much  furprifed  at  o?:e  of  the  re- 
prefentatives  difclaiming  their  autho¬ 
rity  and  interference. 

The  queftion  w^as  reje(fted  i6ito  141* 


